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that until normal conditions prevailed it
would be a difficult matter to curry om, and
he felt it would be his duty to place the
interests of the State first. From that time
ouward this party has endeavoured to render
the Government of the day every assistance
that lay in its power. There are some things
of vital importance upon which we differ,
but on a number of questiuns we have ren-
dered the Premicr every possible assistance,

The Premicr: That is so.

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: Because of that
faet, this party has not made a number of
claims upon the Government for finaneial
assistance. Since 1916, 12 millions of moncy
have bheen spent, 13 millions ware spent
prior to 1816 during the Labour Adminis-
tration, and close on two millions were left
for the (lovecnment to take after 1916. By
far the greater proportion ot that money was
spent in the development of the country.
During Labour's regime there were railways
builf all over the State; water supplies were
provided wherever required, bores being sunk
to find water where none had beer found
previously, and dams being construeted;
farmers were assisted to remain on the land
when- otherwise they would have been driven
off; three millions were spent in bringing the
railways into a proper condition to eonvey
the products, the rolling stock at the time
being shorter than ever previcusly. Nearly
the whole of that money was spent in land
development. The twelve millions spent
sinee have oeen spent entirely in land
development; mnone whatever in the metro-
politan area. If this party wanted to harass
the Government, we had every opportunity to
do so; but we took the stand of ‘‘Country
first,”’ and so we felt it to be our duty to
assist the Premier. Our action in this re-
spect has offended the head of the executive
of the Country Party. The paragraph L have
quoted is vuworthy of any man who is head
of an association that aspires one day to
rule the State. In return for the assistance
rendered to primary production and the man
on the land, the Labour Party have had, not
gratitude, but kicks and condemnation. That
iz the resnlt of the representations made by
those who bring down farmers’ representa-
fives from the country and tell them wilful
lies. I say again that the paragraph I have
guoted is a discredit to the man who aspires
to he the head of an erganisation that hopes
some day—I hope the day will never come—
to occupy the Treasury bench. [f the views
of that executive are carried into effect, Par-
lament is dead, wiped out altogether. Let
-us have anything rather than a Parliament
ruled by an outside executive.

Hon. I'. Collier: Country Party members
have been in the doek to-day, and will he in
the Qock to-morrow,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: In reply to the
‘Minister for Mines T quote this pavagraph—

I think that if power were vested in the
execntive to collaborate with, and more
fully discuss matters with, the Parlinment-

. ary party, better results would acerye. Tf

the executive is to be held responsible in
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any way for the acts' and doings of our
Pacliamentary representatives, them they
must have the right to consult them and
advisze them from time to time.
We know that that exeeutive holds sway over
members of the Country Party. My reason
for raising the matter to-night is that the
conference Incets again to-morrow; otherwise
I should not have referred to it. Outside
rule of Parliament is dangercus, and is likely
to bring us into finuncial difficulties, difficul-
ties which we might be able to steer eclear of
were Parliament free from outside infuence.
We know that outside influence has already
beeu brought to hear to such an extent as to
cost the State thousands of pounds, Tt is
time for cveryvone to realise that Parliament
iz going to control the Btate as long as the
people eleet n Parliament. I do not eare if
the Labour Party cast me out for it fo-
morrow, [ will still say that I will use all the
power 1 possess to prevent auy outside execu-
tive-—TI carg not of what political complexion
—from interfering in matters of Parliament-
ary concern as was proposed by the President
of the Primary Producers’ Association at the
conference to-day.

On motion by Mr, Piesse debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.35 p.m.

Regislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 9th August, 1922,
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QUERTION—ZOOLOGI('AL
EXTRANCE.

Mr. LATHAM (for Mr. Pickering) askel

GARDENS,

.the Colonial Secretary: 1, Is it a faet that

the entrance to the Zoologicat Gardens has
been removeld from a zituation favourable
to the South Perth ferry service to ome fav-
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ourithble to the tram serviee! 2, [F w0, upon
whose instructions and for whut ymrpose was
this done? 3, Is it the desive of the Goveyn-
ment Lo inerease the revewue of the new
tramway service to the detriment of the
South Perth ferry service! 4, What is the
potiey of the Government with resard to the
South Perth ferry service!

The MINISTER POR AGRICULTURE
(for the Colonial Secretary) replied: 1, No.
The entrance has been moved to the position
provided in the originit! plans, and is equally
suitable for both ferry and tramwny trafiic.
2 (a), By instruction of the “oological Gar-
deus Committee, after consultation with Sjr
Jd. T, Hobbs. (b} For the convenicnve of the

general publie. 3, This result is net cx-
pected. 4, There has bheen no change of
policy.

QUESTIOXN—LOTTERIES AXD
S5WEEPS,

Mrs. COWAXN asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, Has lis attention been drawn to an
advertiscment in the personal eolumns of the
““West Australian’’ of the 3rd and 4th in-
stant reading: ‘‘Vietoria Park Boys' Club
Fund, Melbourne Cup sweep. By permis-
gion. Tickets 1s, obtainable at principal
hotels’’? 2, Has permission heen obtained
from him or his department to conduct this
sweep? 3, Tf not, will he make inguiries as
to who gave permission? 4, Has permission
been given within the last few months to
any industrial or religious body to conduet
Jotteries or sweeps! 5, If lotteries and
aweeps are iflegal, by what authority and in
what cireumstances can permisison be given!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(for the Colenial Secretary) repied: 1, Yes.
2, No. 3, Permission was given by the Com-
missioner of Police. 4, Yes. 5, Cabinet de-
eided in April last that if the law was en-
forced in the case of rafiles, sweeps, and art
unigns promoted in aid of charitable and
other worthy objeets, with the approval and
sapport of a large scction of the public, it
would mean the closing up of many channels
of benevolence, and departing from sz rule
followed by all previous Governments. Tt was
considered, however, that such movements
should be regulated and the Comrmissioner of
Police was entrusted with the carrring out
of Cahinet’s deeision.

QUESTION—-TORESTS COMMISSION.

Mrs. COWAN asked the Premier: 1, Can
he give an iden as te how mweh longer the
leliberations of the Forests Comimission are
likely to last? 2, Was it infended, when this
Jommission was appointed, that its ramifi-
zations should be as wide as the esidence
sublished in the newspapers indicates. namely,
he investizations of the leasing to the Kur-
-awang Firewood Company of a portion of
he Government railways, and also the value
f gpark arresters and nuliflers? 3, Will he
nform the House what the Commission has
ost to date?

e~
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The PREMIER replind: 1, The Commis-
tiom expeets to concinde the tuking of evidenue
withis one month, after which the repert will
bave to be prepared. 2, The Commission
wits empowered to inquire into the mlmin-
istration  of the Forests Act, 1918, yener-
aliy. I um advised by the Uhairman that the
evidenee taken was within the scope of the
powers vested in the Commission. 3, €917
18s. 8d.

QUESTION—SEWERAGE, WEST PERTH,
Mre, COWAN asked the Minister tor
Works: 1. When do the tiovernment intend
to extenid the sewerage system to that por-
tion of West Perth which has wot vet leen
connected with the system! 2, Will be ex-
plain whether there is any reason for 1his
important work not heing carried out!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
The proposal is under vunsideration, 2, The
portion of West Perth referved io caunot -
be comnected with the existing svstem. and
must wait until the scheme 1or takine in
Subiuve is decided upon. ‘The vost would he
about £200,000, and household conneetions
would cogt at least £250,000 extra,

Mr. Wilson: A mere bagatelle,

QUESTION—TRAMWAYR, DESTINA-
TION XNOTICES.

Me. MUNSIE asked the AMlinister for
Raiiways: 1, What ofticer or officers were re-
sponsible for the change from the destination
notice to the numbers on the tram cars! 2,
Was the work done by the department or hy
an outside firm, and if by the latter, what
is the name of the firm? 3, What was the
cost per ear? 4, What was the total vost?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
plied: 1, The route number sizns were fitted
to tram cars on the recommendation of the
Gieneral Manager, Tramways, These will be
used in conjunction with the destination
signy, Owing to inability to obtain blind
material at present, all the signs have not
been fixed up. 2, The equipment was ohtained
under indent and fitted to earg department-
ally. 3, Approximately £39, including vost
of fitting cars, 4. £3,001,

QUESTION—AMTSEMENT TAX.

Mr. LATHAQ asked the Premier: 1, Have
negotiations ever been conducted bhetween the
State and Federal Treasurers with a view
to getting the Federal authorities to torewo
the amusiment tax in favonr of the Suste!?
2, If not, will he request the 2linister for
Education, *vho is in Melbourne, to approach
the Prime Minister to see whether it i3 pos-
sible to secure the tax for the State, to he
used for charity purposes throngh the State
¢ harities Department?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes; joint ae-
tion was taken by all States, but without
success. 2, T will agk the Minister for Edu-
cation to revive the question.

QUESTION—PIER STREET CROSSING.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is he aware that in addition to the
persous reported by the railway authorities
as having been killed at the Pier-street eross-
ing, a man named Parrant was killed in June
last. 2, Owing to the great danger to pedes-
trian traffic, more particularly to aged per-
sons gnd children, will he consider the ad-
visability of having an officer placed in charge
of tho crossing till midnight, and have the
erossing repairedt

The MINISTER FOR TRAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. But a man named Tennant waas
killed on the night of the 20th May last
whilst walking along the line between Perth
Ceniral Station and Pier-street. This man
did not pass over the crossing. A signalman
was on duty at the time. 2. It is not ad-
mitted that there is greater danger than at
any other crossing, and, in any case, there
is a bridge in close proximity. The gates
over level erossings in the metropolitan area
arc operated by signalmen for two shifts in
order to give free nceess to tradesmen’s
traffic, and as it would involve an additional
shift on each erossing and an expenditnre
of £1377 per amnum, and iz not necessary
for trade purposes, further econsideration
would be necessary before the request of the
hon. member could be granted.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
BOARD, OPERATIONS.

Mr. STUBBS asked the Premier: As a
large number of settlers are obtaining funds
from the Indostries Assistance Board and
receiving the board’s protection for am in-
definite period in the payment of their aec-
counts to outside creditors, thus creating a
thriftless class of farmers, will he have in-
quiries made by n competent authority into
the accounts and management of the board
with a view to closing the Board’s opera-
tions as carly as possible and transferring
those accounts considered good to the books
of the Agricultural Bank?

The PREMIER replied: The management
is competent. It is closely investigating the
position of each account on its books with
the objeet of closing accounts if necessary,
and where possible placing the farmer in a
better position to produce from his land that
for which it is best suited, not with the ob-
jeet of closing the I.A.B. operations down
altogether, The bank and the board ac-
counts are now kept in the one office. Amal-
gamation of accounts would be difficult, as
the security is not the same in each case. I
refrain from commenting on the honourable
member’s statement.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTIONS (3) —TMMIGRATION
The £6,000,000 Loan.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Premier: Ts it
his intention t{o lay upon the Table of the
House a copy of the papers in connection
with the arrangements made hetween himaelf,
representing the Western Australian Govern-
ment, and the DBritish Government re the
loan of £6,000,0007

The PREMIER replied: I will lay the
papers on the Table of the House,

dccommodation for Married Couples.

Mr, STUBBS asked the Premier: 1, Is he
awarc that among the immigrants who re.
cently arrived in the State are a number of
married couples desirous of taking employ-
ment among the farming communnity but un-
able to do so owing to the farmers’ lack of
accommodation for them? 2, If so, will he
authorise the Agricultural Bank to wmake
availnble to farmers funds for the erection of
suitable accommodation in such etases?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes,
overy application will be dealt with on its
merits.

Arrivals.

Hon, P. COLLIER asked the Premier: 1,
What number of assisted immigrants, men,
women, and children, respeetively, arrived in
the State during the year ended 30th June
last? 2, How many of the number were mar-
ried?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 2,317 mcn, 885
women, 339 children. 2, 467.

QUESTION--ELECTORAL DEPART-
MENTS, AMALGAMATION.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
1, Have the Government under consideration
any agrecment for handing over to the Com-
monwealth authorities the State Flectoral
Department? 2, If se, what is the Govern-
ment’s reason for assisting to bring about
unification without the vote of the electors
by handing over State departments to the
Commonwealth?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No, but the
question of amalgamation of Federal and
State rolls has been raised by the Federal
Government. The State Government have ob-
tained data from the State officials whiek is
under eonsideration. 2, See answer to No. 1.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On mation by Hor. W, €. Angwin, leave
of absence for three weeks granted to Mr.
McCallum (Soutk Fremantle) on the ground
of ill-health,
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.

Debate resunmed from the previous day.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [4.42]: The big
question before us at the present time is the
Premier's immigration scheme, The Premier
has reason to feel proud at the good opinions
expressed by members regarding his  pro-
posals and the results of his work in the Old
Country. It is pleasing to find that all par-
ties are so willing and ready to help the
Premier in the big work that lies before him.

The member for North-East Fremantle
{(Hon. W. C, Angwin) last evening suggesteid
that a committee representative of all

parties, would be of great service to the
Premier in carrying out this work. What
I would like to know more particularly than
anything else is the details of the scheme.
Considerable criticism has been levelled at
the Premier from outside Parliament with
regard to the investment of the large sum
of money in question, Fear has been ex-
pressed lest the money may not be wisely
invested and loss may result. If the money
is devoted to the development of existing
farms through the Agrienltural Bank, much
good should result, because the bank officials
have had such wide experience of land de-
velopment that there is no fear of their
neglecting the lessons of the past or of the
moncy invested failing to return interest
and sinking fund to the State. There is
an immense area of good country still avail-
able for settlement, a great deal of it being
Crown land. No doubt it will be settled if
the Government adopt the right course.
There is also a large area of good agricul-
tural and farming land comprised in the for-
est eountry north of the Bencubbin district.
In this district alone thore are at least a
guarter of a million acres. There is an agi-
tation leeally for a parallel railway jone-
tiening with the Wongan Hills-Mullewa line
to open up that country. The first essential
for the snecessful development of that big
streteh of land from Mullewa to Esperanee
is an adequate water supply. That being
seeured, transport facilities must quickly
follow., We know that the settlers here have
nastered the local difficulties which the earl-
er settler had to combat, and that being so,
t is now safe for the State to build the rail-
xays that are reqnired for the peopling of
:he country. I was relieved to hear from
‘he Premier that it was intended to reserve
‘he wheat belt for Australian settlers on the
round that they have a greater knowledge
‘han the immigrant of the development of
and of that sort. Between Westonia and
he Mt. Marshall railway extension there is
imother large tract of country whieh is in
ieed of water supplies and railways in order
hat it may earry a prosperous community.
*rom Southern Cross to Israelite Bay there
3 also good land available. T lived on the
outh-east coast some six yecars ago, and T
mow there is an immense area of land there
nitable for farming operations. This country
oo is not supplied with water. Indeed, water
onservation is one of the first matters that
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should closely oceupy the attention of the
Government. The Government would be jus-
tified in employing a special staff of en-
gineers to watch that particular feature of
land settlement.  Between Newdegate and
Ravensthorpe there is also a large area of
good country, possibly exceeding a millien
acres, which would make really good farm-
ing land. The Premier proposes by his im-
Inigration scheme to bring to the State 6,000
settlers, .I have felt some anxiety as to
how he intends to settle these people, for
50 far we have had no details supplied to us.
Membiers have freely expressed their willing-
ness to help the Premier, and I too propese
to assist him as far as possible. With the
indulgence of the House I will give members
a rough idea of what I believe should be done
w1_th the class of people it is proposed to
bring herc. I assume it is intended to bring
to Western Australia a type of immigrant
suitable for settlement on the land. No
country in the world offers a better oppor-
tunity for group settlement, and settlement
generally, than Western Australia. Aceord-
ing te the Premier we import farm produce
guch as butter, bacon and other food supplies
to the value of, roughly, two million pounds
a year. That is almost equal to the value of
the wheat exported from this State. The
position offers a wide field for the small
farmer. My idea is to divide the holdings
of small farmers into three classes—the hold-
ing of from 50 to 100 acres, the one of 250
to 300 acres, and the other of 600 to 1,000
acres, the lagt named being in the wheat belt.
There is no great need for a Closer Settle-
ment Bill, although it is not my intention to
oppese such a measure. There are many es-
tates for sale just now, highly improved, and
ranging in valie from £1 to £7 an acre,
averaging about £4 per acre. Mauy of these
estates I know personally. They are on the
market at a reasonable figure. In one ease
the owners have offered to take Government
bonds bearing interest. In the Avon Qistrict
and the Great Southern there is a stretch of
country quite 200 miles long by 50 wide and
svitable for closer settlement. I should say
that the 50-acre holding could be made profit-
able to the owner if he were assisted jn the
planting of 20 acres of vines in conjunction
with his ordinary farming operations, Such
a farmer should be sopplied with a cot-
tage, to cost £250, the full equipment
necessary to enable him te properly work the
place aggregating less than £700. To that
would have to be added the cost of the virgin
land, and having found that, we arrive at
the total cost to the immigrant without eapi-
tal. The individual in question wonld have
to be maintained for at least two years. In
three years' time, with his 20 acres of vines
and the other farming equipment, the setitler
should be getting from his holding sufficient
te maintain himself and his family, and pay
the interest and sinking fund on the capital
cost of the farm. I have a preference for
the 100-acre holding of improved land. That
would cost only another £100 or so, making
the total cost about £800. The land would
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be made available to him on casy terms. To
¢quip a man on such a holding with suffi-
cient stoek to cpnable him to carry on would
of course cost a little more, and he should
have the same 20 aeres of vines as the other
man. 1n four years, if properlv directed, he
should he in receipt of an income of £500 or
£600 a year. I1f the small settler had, say,
three milking cows amongst his steck, he
would get sufficient from that source to pay
all the grocery hills for his family from the
outset, The equipment of a farm of that
rize would not be much greater than the
enuipment of the smaller proposition. The
300-acre farm would not cost much more to
equip than the 160-acre farm, the additional
cost heing largely made up of the price of
the land. T am of course assuming that the
Governmeut desive to assist in the establish-
ment of settlers on farms of these types. In
the Avon and Great Southern districts 20
acres of drying grape vines will yield at a
modcrate estiwate at the rate of £25 per
acre, which is only a gnarter of the estimated
yield in the Swan distriet, and in the fourth
year the owner of the vineyard should he in
receipt of an income of £400. The vineyard
could be worksd by the owner and his family.
The onlr extra expense to which he would be
put would te the harvesting operatioms and
the drving of the fruit; but this eost would
not be great. We have a wonderfully good
leeal market, and almost all produce com-
mands a high price. There is a reasomable
profit in fruit except in one or two lines, but
dried fruits eommand exceptionally high
prices. A neighbour of mine has a farm of
28 aecres. Last year his yield per acre was
only half that claimed by the people in the
Swan distriet, but his gross return from that
area totalled £630. Therc is nothing more
easy 1o attain than a yield of that kind,
Teople with 23 years' experience of the (is-
tricts I have mentioned can aflirm that their
vinevard is free from vine diseases. For 15
years the man who has had this place has not
used one pouwnd of sulphur. It is a well-
known fact that in the Eastern States no
man ean carry on vine growing without using
sulphur at least twice a year. This shows
that the distriet in question is free from dis-
ease. When visiting the vineyard in question
a little time ago, 1 met there the brother-in-
law of the owner, a gentleman from South
Australia, who said to me, ‘“You people here
enjoy a wonderful advantige as compared
with us in Sonth Auwstralia, for this reason,
that it is very diffienlt fer us to grow =z sul-
tana erop.”’ The soltana is the high-priced
grape in the dried fruit market te-dax. Tn
Sonth Australia growers have to spray their
vines five or six times a year, and even then
are not sure of a crop. In Perth this morn-
ing I met a gentleman owning 14 acres of
sultana vines, from which the ¥ield this year,
being the first erop, totalled in value £1,400.
That is almost four times the amount of the
estimate per acre which T have put up in my
small secheme. The gross yield was 14 tons,
and the current market value of sultanas ex-
ceeds £100 per ton, as the member for East
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Perth (Mr. Simons) ean confirm. Allowing
that the price falls by one half, whieh woulc
reduce it helow the pre-war level, the gros:
yearly return from that place would excee
£70U, for sultanas. The actual values ob
inined in a distriet free from fungus discase:
are really astouniling. I wmyself have taker
from two acres of muscately—Lexia, a low
prieed raisin—not less than £85. That wa:
before the war. The Lexia, as 1 say, i3 ¢
low-priced produet; and yet it produces sucl
a good return. I am not denling with fabu
lous figures but with actual facts, and am as
suming the lowest probable yield. The oppor
tunity offering in this State hy the cultiva
tion of the vine is simply amazing. Wher
the vepatriation scheme first started I 4i¢
my untmaost to interest Jlinisters in the vim
husiness, pointing out to them that a one
armed man conld cultivate ten neres of vines
doing the ploughing and everythings else
Tn fact the work would not oceupy him for
more than six months of the year. As to the
aren of 20 acres, T have heen questioned by
sore of my friends in the Swan distriet
May T say that in the Toodyay district 1
myself have worked 23 acres. If we bring
an immigrant here and put him under the
care of a competent instruetor, and give hin
a reasortable chance, he will do well; he ea
live half the year on the side line. Witt
assistance from the State he would be abl
to support his family until his vineyard camq
into bearing, I would much rather see ¢
small farm together with 20 acres of vines
and a few cows, The holder of such a fary
wonld be on a very much better footing thar
nine out of tem people on the land. There
is an assured income, and the life is free
from warry than in ordinary farming op
erations. Ng doubt it seems too good to be
true, but 1 can give instances at Toodyay
of men who are to-day getting a living fron
less than 100 acres. There is abundance of
land available, high class and highly im
proved; and 1 sincerely trust that the Pre
mier will get into the field early, becaus
these cstntes are being sold day by day
Quite recently I heard of an estate, whicl
was cleared, eapable of being cut into 20-acn
farms, being sold at £7 per acre. Westert
Australia offers splendid opportunities fo
the small man if only his energies are dir
ccted into the right channel. As to the valwm
of local farm produets, T omitted to mention
that the small settler could develop also egg
and poultre production. Prices ruling in {l
city to-day are high, There is a big deman¢
for eggs, and that demand represents a goor
opening for the small settler. I know of a1
instance where for the last 12 vears a farm
er's wife has had a return of over £1 fo
each hen. Tu that easc 295 hens last yea
vielded a gross return of £304. Qn the price:
ruling to-day, and which will rule for a goof
while yet, a thousand fowls will yicld a bette:
return than a thousand sheep, taking ini
consideration the capital cost involved i
cach ease. The present returna from poultr;
cannot last for all time, but they will las
long enonugh to assist the Government i
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settling the people who are coming here
from the Old Country. Ynder proper treat-
ment our soil will produce one commodity or
another from the first day of January to the
thirty-first day of December in each year.
For closer settlement purpeses I would pre-
fer thuse districts in which water is more
easily  conserved.  In the Great Southern
Qistrict one ean couserve water very cheaply,
and gravitate it on to small arcas. A mar-
vellous return ¢an be obtained from even one
acre that has a water sopply. The people
coming here from the 0ld Country are used
to small areas, and have heen reared amongst
intense eulture. Consequently they have an
appreciation for closer settlement, and will
adapt themsclves to its eonditions much more
rapidly than our own people will. However,
one cannot beat our own pecople for wheat
growing. From my knowledge of the wheat
helt T say that it is almost solely adapted
for the production of grain. The difficulty
of eonserving water, and the risk which the
farmer takes if he stocks to the full carrying
capacity of his land, seem to prohibit in-
vestment in stock for a long time to come.
Anyhow, that course will be impracticable
until we have adepted an cffective avstem of
overcoming the water difeulty. Only last
year we had a repetition of what happened
at the commencement of settling the wheat
belt, Ay friends of the Labour Party will
remember that when they came into power
the first big work they had to undertake was
to earry water by rail to the people in the
wheat belt. Tanks were put down at various
sidings, and water was delivered there and
sold frowm the sidings.

Mr. Tatham: At what price?

Mr. PIESSE: 1 know that iy one year it
was found neeessary to supply waker with-
out payment. Once the water diffieulty is
overcome, everything will go smoothly; but
only a vear ago there was another exper-
ienee of water trouble in those districts.
Large quantities of water had to be delivered
by rail and carted to the farms. In some
cases the carting distance was eight or nine
wmiles, That fact proves that holdings can-
not he fully stocked as yet with anything
like afcty. The cost of living is graduvally
failine.

Mr. Munsie: Little by little, and very little
at that.

Mr, PIESSE: One ec¢an purchase good
mutton a8 low as 5d. per ib. Apart from
eggs, other essentials are reasonable in price.
If only we can convince the people who flock
to the eities of the splendid opportunities that
exist in the country under closer settlement
schemes, we shall soon do away with that
drift whieh is complained of to-day. The
drift is, in my opinion, dwe larpely to the
fact that those who come to the cify feel
that they ean do just as well, by working
for wages in the city, or wherever employ-
ment is offering, as they can do on the land.
The people I refer to are not those who flock
into the city and swell the ranks of the un-
emploved, but married people with families.
T have had numbers of letters from such
peaple who are willing to go on the land if

only the Government will find holdiugs for
them; that is, small holdings. T am con-
vineed that the time is ripe for closer settle-
ment and group settlement. [ know very
little about sueh aystems as adopted in the:
extrenme South-West, but I feel sure that in
this connertion greater induneetnents are offer-
ing in the Avon and Great Seuthern districts
than are available to-day in the other dis-
triets, :

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [5.14]: 1L
desirve firgst of all to congratulate the Premier
on his snecess in obtaining wmoney to help us
in placing immigration in this State on a
reasenable feooting. I am not going to say-
that the arrangement he has made is entirely
satisfuctory, ULeeause that remains to be
proved. There are various matters which T
am gorry have mnot been alluded to in the
Governor’s Sy cech. One is the need for
creeting some surt of a suitable heme for the
aged wonmien nt Fremantls, So far as T am
aware, nothing has been done or suggested
in that matter. The place known as the 014
Women 's Home is very.far from satisfactory..
Tidecd, it 38 well known that the place 1is
not what it should be. TUnfortunately condi-
tions have not been improved for the poor
ol souls thare récently, owing to the fact
that women ave being sent there from the
lunatic asylum in order that more room may
he provided in that institution. T have no
doubt that this course is absolutely neces-
sary; but it scems to me o most pathetie
thing that the nice old women who are not
troubled mentally should he obliged to live
alongside others who are insane, even if they
are so only to a small degree.

Hon. P. Walker: The same thing is doue
at the Ola Men's Home.

Mrs. COWAN: T understood it was not so
there,

Hon. T. Walker: Yes, T have seen seme:
there,

Mrs, COWAN: They should not be there
iu either ense. Something should be done to
prevent the existence of such a state of
aftairs, and I feel sure men aund women will
jein together in secking relief for those peo-
ple from such conditions.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: A lunatic asylum is
ne place for them,

Mrs. COWAN: No, but there should be
provided some building nearer to the asylum
for their accommedation. We should not
continue the present practice, which disturbs
the old age of these ppor, worthy souls who
have, perhaps, had a hard time dvring their
life and are wow, or should be, enjoying the
few possible remaining restful years of their
existence. Those last few vears shounld not
be wade unhappy by coming into contact
with the mentally deficient individuals who
are taken there. It is bad enough to he old,
and it is, therefore, important that we should
deal with this problem, realising that the-
finances of the State could be devoted in such
a direction rather than in some avenues where-
expenditure iz going om at present. T wish
to pay a high tribute to the Colonial Seere-
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tary in conmection with these matters. I am
serry that Mr. Broun is not here and I re-
gret to hear he is so ill.  If we lose Mr.
Broun’s services, we will be deprived of the
offices of one who has been most sympathetie,
kindly and helpful] in these matters. Those
of us who have had to deal with him, realise
that nothing was ever too much for him to
do in securing kindly attention to thesc peo-
ple and other privileges from time to time.
Owing to financial difficulties, which, like the
poor, appear to be always with us, there is
not the possibility there should be of getting
many of these things attended to. A home,
tco, for mental deficients is required. Such
an institution is badly needed for women,
and I regret that no mention of anything to
bhe done in that direction is made in the Gov-
erner’s Speech., T still hope that we shall see
some reference to this work when the Esti-
ruates are placed before us, more especially
as there have hecn one or two additions to
the population in this direction, a3 a resuit
of immigration. Tt is a great pity
that the system of elective Ministries is nat
in operation here. I think such a system
would give most satisfactory results, and I
hope it will be introduced as scon as possible.
I know there is a great diversity of opinion
on the question, but, certainly, if the admii-
isteation of the affairs of government is to
be more satisfactorily carried out, we should
have honorary Ministers. [ {lo not agree that
the salaries of honorary Ministers should
come out of those drawn by portfoliced Min-
isters. Such a practice is quite unfair. We
realise that our Ministers are worked hard
enough and deserve all they get. Surely
something can be done in this direetion. Had
I not beenr a new member, I would have
spoken last session when the appointment of
a Public Works Committee was suggested,
and pointed out that it was more economical
to have additional honorary Ministers, rather
than have a sub-committee advising without
any responsibility whatever, Suppeosedly ad-
visory, such a committee would praectically
have constituted a Cabinet within a Cabinet.
I am glad to see no mention is made of such
a proposal this session. As to cotton grow-
ing, speaking from the women's standpoint,
I weleome the advent of sweh an induostry,
despite what the member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood) said last night regarding *‘ those
two and a half acres of cotton.”” T ecannot
help realising that even two and a half aeres
are hetter than none at all, if only as an
illustration of what can he done. We ali
owe a debt of gratitude to the member for
Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) for what he hag
done in connection with this question, Tt is
peculiarly an industry in which women and
girls ean help, more so probably than in any
other industry. Especially is this so, if we
can grow cotton in the areas north of Perth
towards Geraldton. In my opinion, there is

ne gquestion but that we can do se. T am
all the more of that opinion particu-
larly since I have scen what has heen

produced in the Bayswater district. There is
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plenty of such land available, and, after
what has beea done at Bayswater, one
realises the opportunities available for the
employment of a considerable number of
our young people, taking them away from
those influences which unsteady them at the
present time, owing to lack of occupation
as much as anything else. I greatly sym-
pathise with much of what the Leader of
the Opposition said regarding the waste
that goes on in Government departments,
but I do not agree with what he and others
said regarding the salaries paid to eivil
servants, It would be of advantage if we
appointed as a commissioner a commercial
man with banking experience, in whom we
would have absolute confidence, who would
go into the whole question of the civil
service, Those of us who have had some-
thing to do with Government departments,
cither through relatives who have been em-
ployed as ecivil servants, or otherwise, real-
ise that there is toom for improvement in
the direction indicated. In many in-
stanees, I think the civil servants them-
selves would more than welcome such an
inquiry, I know that to be a fact. I
always feel sorry when I hear the rather
contemptuous references made to ecivil ser-
vants whenever they are mentioned in this
Chamber. Such an attitude will not en-
courage them to do their best. It should be
made clear that when we talk about this
subjezt, we refer to the system rather than
to the civil servants and@ the work they do.

Mr. Teesdale: Do you not think a lot of
the strong young fellows there would be
better empioyed at farming?

Mrs. COWAN: Yes, certainly I do. I
will have somecthing to say about youung
people presently. A Bill of importance
from the point of view of everyone in the
State, and more especially of the women
and children, is to be introduced this secs-
sion. I refer to the Hospitals Biill. I am
glad we are to have such a measure, and
I hope it will prove to be on satisfactory
lines. To be such, it must provide that
cach one of us will share, on a graduated
basis of taxation, the cost of these institu-
tions, For my part, I would exempt no
one. No matter what an individual’s wage
or salary may be, each one should be pre-
pared to pay his or her quota pro rata. I
do not think we quite realise our responsi-
bilities to each other in this respect. For
that reason, I hope the Hospitals Bill will
prove to be along the right lines. Allied
te that question, is the necessity for pro-
viding further accommodation for women
at the Perth Public Hospital. I know the
Colonial Becretary is supporting us in our
request in that direction. I am sorry the
Premier i3 not present, for I would have
liked to peoint out to him that the more
immigrants he brings here, especially if the
large bodies of women gpoken of are to be
brought out, the greater will be the neces-
sity for additions to the hospital accom-
modation. There should be no suggestion
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of cutting any amount provided for this
work off the Estimates this year. The
amount sought is not 2 large one and this
matter should receive the earnest eonsidera-
tion of members when it comes before them.
Women especially realise that it is an
urgent necessity. We cannot have a satis-
factory race unless we pay proper attention
to this matter and women should not be kept
waiting for months, until they get in such
a low condition that they require immediate
treatment. They are often kept waiting
for months before they can gain admission
to our hospitals. Those already treated
have to be placed on floors, or turned out
of the hospital, becanse there is not suffi-
cient accommodation to meet the require-
- ments of others in imperative need.
Patients have had to be turned out too
soon, frequently beeavse of the necessity
for taking in partieularly bad cases, and
patients have often to wait weeks or
months before securing admittance. As to
immigration, T note that there is wothing
specified in connection with the Premier’s
scheme regarding the number contained in
families who are to come out, nor is it
indicated what is to be done with single
men and single women, I was glad to hear
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) speak
of the openings for poultry farmers., Thig
is an important feature and I can believe
that his statements are true, partieularly in
view of the price we are paying for eggs
at present, and the prices we pay for many
months in the year. On thig basis, T can
quite realise that poultry farming should
be a lucrative means of earning z liveli-
hood. Tf we could induce women to go in
for poultry farming, they should be able to
make a good living, They would require
to be looked after and educated in the
industry, in order that they may be given
some idea of how to get the best reaunlts.
It would be a good thing if people already
engaged in the industry wonld take some
of these women and give them the neces-
sary tnition and educate them in the
respongibilities attached te poultry farm-
ing.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.}

Hon. P. Collier: It is a more suitable
oceupation for women than for men.

Mrs, COWIAN: I do not know that it is
not, but I know that a good many men are
doing well iu this particular industry. For
instance, it is rather hard work for a
woman when she is asked to clean vp and
rake over poultry yards, and do the digging
that is involved. Apart from that aspect,
it is a mplendid occupation for them, and I
think women should do well at it

Hon. P. Collier: Most of those who tried
it did not do well. .

Mrs, COWAN: Regarding settlement in
the South-West, I do not know whether the
best policy is to settle the mew arrivals
only in that direction. The Premier, bow-
ever, should be a better judge of that ques-
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tion than most of us. The idea seems to be
to settle the immigrants in the South-West
and to leave the wheat belt for our own
peoeple. 1t might be a gooa idea to en-
courage development alse in the North-West
and spend some of the money there. When
I realise that nothing has yet been done
regarding the report from the Surveyor-
General, Mr. King, which was before us
last year, I coufess that I do not know how
long it will be bhefore anything can be dome
for our own young men. If the Australian,
and particularly the Western Australian
young men are to have the benefit of
settlement on the wheat lands, and the
newcomers are not to have that bene-
fit, surely something should be done in
connection with Mr, King's report, Mr.
King told us that there were millions of
acres in those distriets, that is to say, two
and a half million acres within seven miles
of the railways hetween York and Beverley
to the westward, and towards Dowerin, Cun-
derdin and Quoairading to the eastward. He
pointed out that only one million acres had
bheen developed in an agricultural senge.
Would it not be better, in any Closer Setile-
ment Bill to be brought hefore us, if the
line suggested by the Lands Department sur-
veyor and by the Surveyor QGeneral also,
were followed rather than the proposal set
nut in the Bill last session and which was
thrown out by the Legislative Council? If
that were done, we should probably have a
better chanee of getting the land developed
and with greater benefit to the setttlera them-
sclvey. He suggested that this land should
be leased, that negotiations be opened with
the owners and an arrangement made to ac-
quire it on defcrred terms of payment spread
over 20 or 30 years. If the owner refused,
the alternative should be a heavy tax. That
would be better than running the risk of in-
troducing a Bill similar to that of last year.
1 did not quite agree with the member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) yesterday when he
said it was thé fault of the women that the
men came from the country to the town, The
hen. member should have gualified that state-
ment. What inducements are offered a woman
to remain on the land until the man has made
all his money? At Bunbury the other day
f was invited to attend and speak at the
settlers’ conference then in session. The
delegates seemed to have grasped all facts
connected with the development of the spil,
and to know everything there was to learn
about farms and orchards. I could not help
telling them it appeared to me that in
their study of agricultural problems they had
forgotten the human side, forgottén what
was due to their uncomplaining women. For
instance, onc delegate admitted that when he
had made a little money as the result of some
outside work, he bhad put that money into
super. He advised others to do the same.
It seemed to me it would have been even bet-
ter if he had spent at least half of it on his
home. A woman who by & windlass iz draw-
ing household water from a well all day
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wonkl greatly appreciate the provision of a
pump and a few pipes leading to the kitchen
aidd wash tubs. It would mean a tremendous
museular saving for her, and an appreciable
difference to the comfort of the home. Again,
in back eountry districis so little is done in
the way of providing cven proper rooking
utensils and washing apparatus. lIs it to be
wondered at that the wife is bad-tempered
and fails to greet her husbaml with a sweet
smile and warm slippers when he comes home
lor the evening? It must be remembered
that the woman on the farm is far more
lonely than is the man, She is not the first
to be comsilered when a trip Lo town is
moated, nor does she have the healthy out-
door oceupation of the men of her houseliold.
It is not for her to cngage in houndary rid-
img and keepins an eye on the stoeck. 1 know
what 1 am talking about, for as a girl L
often rode after stork, and invariably found
it a most exhilarating exercise; whereas I
have znot always enjoyed the washing and
cooking that falls to a woman’s lot. Very
much more consideration might reasonably be
givgn to the lonely women in the country.
Telephones ought to be provided as a meang
of breaking down their terrible isolation,
Alr. Poynton will sec that they are provided
at rcasonable rates in the future

Mr. Davies: They will all have wireless in
their homes presently.

Mrs, COWAN: I de not think you men
quite realise the woman’s standpoint, or ap-
preciate her wonselfishness, which alone en-
ables her to remain on the lund. At some of
the group settlements T was told that, 13
months ago, women were iought out here
from English factories, having no knowledge
whatever of the work awaiting them in the
JAustralian bush, They found plenty of food
to cook, but no utensils with which to cook
it, 'They knew notbing of the using up of
kerosene tins as buckets and cooking pots,
had no idea of how to shape a fruit tin into
a milk jug. These expedients are all very
¢njoyable at a pienic and we Australians
with our initiative think of them, but it is
unreasonable to expect a knowledge of them
in people from FEnpgland whose baking has
always been done at the bakehouse and who
know nothing of the art of making bread.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Before the war every-
hody in Eneland knew how to hake hread.

AMrs, COWAN: T am afraid the hon. mem-
her is somewhat inaccurate in making sueh a

statement. T agree that there should be bhet-
ter examination of the immigrants coming
tut here. Tt is painful to see the condition

ot some of them. FEven {ubercular people
and wental defieients have been =ent out to
ng.  Of these unfortuvate classes we have
auite enough here without adding to their
nuinbers through ovr special seheme of immi-
gration. T like the suggestion that we
should have our own dector in England, but
in addition T want to see a woman doctor
appointed for the women and children. She
would get at the root of much whieh,
probably, a man doctor wounld net have {he
patience to arrive at. We all know that
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the work of Dr. Roberta Jull in nur schools
was far more satisfactory than that which
could he done by any wman,  Dr. Jull is at
present in England. Most of us hope she
will return and continue her work in our
gchools; if she does not eome back, wer
services nmight be availed of in England.

Hon, W. ', Angwin: Dr. D. Montgomery
did a great «eal of good worl in vur schools
hefore D Jull teok over.

Mra. COWAN: [ do uot dispute that, We
should be extremely careful to see that no
man who is imprisoned in this State and
wito, by his antecedents, is likely to be of
criminal instinets all his life, should be
allowed to nominate his wife and children
ont te this State, when they cau get a
better living awl be neh happier among
their friends in the Old Country, This sort
of thing has aectually oceurred, and we
shonid see that it is not repeated. T wwm
glad the Arbitration Act is to be ameanded.
I trust the amendments will include a pen-
vision making continnity of work an
obligation wherever there is continuity of
employment. It would be welcomed by
many in every walk of life and would do a
great deal to allay indusirial unrest, Un-
employment has been greatly in evidence
for some time past. It has proved ex-
tremely difficult to cope with, becaunse it is
of the kind against which doles can do very
little good. Have we ever cousidered how
the go-stow tendencies of so many are to he
remedied wherever found, whether in the
public service, in industrial eircles, or in the
commercial world? TUntil we consider that
aspect of the question, 1 am afraid unem-
ployment will continue to increase, Another
evil we require to wateh is seen in the
effect of unduly high wages paid to hoys
and girls. T say ‘“unduly high’’ because
there i3 no corresponding obligation on
those young people. I am speaking of all
classes. 'The evil is not more evident in
the induatrial world than it is in the com-
mercial or in the public service. So long
as that conditior continnes, we shall not
get continuity of employment, or induce
investors to start industries which will help
to employ our yonug people. No boy or
girl should receive better pay than is
awarded to many married men. The voung
people, many of them, do nothing towards
the upkeep of the home, nor do they realise
that they should be making provision for a
home of their own. They are to he seen
out enjoying themselves in all sorts of
places withont any att-mpt to rcalise the
true responsibilities of life, whieh sooner
or later must be borne in on them. We all
realise mueh more than in the past tlhe
necessity for giving attention to these
points. I de not wish to see wapes lowered,
hut . I do wish to sce something done te
prevent irresponsible young people from
being better paid than are many marriel
men and women. T have often wonderel
whether the age-wage svsfem is a good rne.
The results are so unsatisfactory to parents
and to the eommunity generallv. TWhy nor
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grade the workers in all forms of service.
and grade the pay accordingly? Is it any
wonder that in these ctrecumstances there
are unemployed, and would not attention to
these detasly help to remedy the evil?

Mr. Willcock: They would all be on the
one grade, just as they are now all on the
one minimnm wage.

Mrs, COWAXN: Not all ave getting the
minimum wage, bat the people getting the
bigger wage arc being torced to maintain
those who cannet cqual them in any way
and who are not allowed to work to the
extent of their capacity.

Hon. M, I°. Troy: How do you know thar?

Mr. Richardson: 1f o loophole bhe left,
somebody is bound to take advantage of it.

Mrs. COWAXN: Then again I always
understood that the best thing for a com-
munity was an eight hours day—eight
hours for work, eight hours for recreation
and rert, and if yom wished it, the develop-
nment of the mind., and eight hours for
sleep.  The whole of that idea, however,
appears to have broken down, and it secms
to be new that it Jdoes nor matter in the
least how much time one devotes to hard
and toilsome work bevond the eight hours,
provided that double pay is given for it. I
cannot see how suech a thing can be bene-
ficial to the community, either to the voung
or to the old. T have watched it for sume
time and it does not appear lo have given
gatisfactory results, but I am willing, if ir
is possible, to have it demonstrated that
it is not a wise course to work the
first eight hours for ordinary pay and
2 subsequent eight  lhouvs for double
pay. There are more important things than
doulle pay to be considered, and it would
have the eifect of reducing unemployment
greatly if no one was allowed to work over-
time in any aveecation, except perhaps in
a few necessary cases. At present over-
time is worked in almost every form of
employment, professional or otherwise. T
hope too that something will be done—I
do not know whether it can be dealt with
under the Arbitration Aet or whether
unions can adopt it—in the direction of
seeing that motbers are given a voiee in
deciding whether or not thecre shall be a
sirike. As a mother T bave always held
that view and dozens of cilicr mothers have
expressed a similar opinion to me. If we
were to take a referendum on the question
to-morrow it would be earried without any
difficulty. Therefore I truat that something
will be done to bring tbis about. Aneother
matter on which T wish to speak, and which
undoubtedly leads fto unemployment. is
gambling. Tt also leads to going slowly and
to a distaste for wholesome work, Tt cannot
he denied that wholesome work iz good for
us all.  This Parliament should diseonrage
carnivals and lotteries by making it illegal
for those under 21 vears of age to take any
part in them. This would be the means of
indneing our young people to become steady
workers and to give a hetter return to their
emplovers. as well as to make them happier
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than they are, and a moere thrifty and saving
clement in our community. In this regard [
would Jike to yuote what Ruskin says on the
subject :—

But there is one way of wasting time,
of all the vilest, because it wasies, not time
only, but the interest and encrgy of your
minds, Ot all the ungentlemanly habits
into which you cun fall

and 1 am willing to add te this “‘unlady-
like*" as wonen are now indulging in gamb-
ling almeost as much as men.
—the vilest is betting or intercsting your-
selves in the issues of betting. It unites
nearly every condition of folly and vice;
you conecnirate upon a matter of chance,
instead of upon the subject of true Know-
ledge, and yon back opinions which you
have no grounds for forming wmerely because
they are your own. All the insolence of
cgoism is in this; and so far the love of
excitement is complicated with the hope
of winning money, yon tuwrn yourselves
into the basest sort of tradesmen—those
who live by speculation. Were there no
other ground for industry, this woeunld be
a sufficient oue, that it proteeted vou frowm
the temptation to so seandalous a vice,
Work faithfully, and you will put your-
selves in possession of a glorious and en-
larging happiness, net surh as ean be won
by the speed of a horse, or marred by the
obliquity of a ball,
That pots it very weil, There are maay in
this House who feel as I do on this guestion,
but they are so afraid of being ealled wow-
sers that they will not eome out inte the
open and let us know how they view the mat-

ter. With regard to picture shows, these too
often degenerate into a pernicions foree,
which makes for disintegration of high

character in the young.

Mr. Munsic: They are not too bad; I go
very often,

Mr. COWAN: 1, too, go sometimes and T
find that oecastonally the pictures are very
good. Dut there are some that are distinetly
ohjectionable, and we all know that that is
so, The women of this State have for a long
tine past asked for the appointment of a
eensorship board, That is one of the things
we wounld gladly see the Government give at-
tention to. If the power to create sucrh a
Lody does not exist the matter could be at-
tended to by an amendment of existing legis-
lation.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Every picture is al-
readv censored by the Federal authorities.

Mra. COWAN: What we want is 2 cen-
sorship such as exists in Tasmania, where the
preventive effeet arising from that eensor-
ship has heen most marked. For that reason
alone it would be wise to establish such- a
board here, and its mere existence T think
would hring about the desived result. I
wish to say a few words in connertion with
the Como trams. I feel that no wemher of
Cabinet ean afford to let people think that
his standard of honour is lower than that
of the common gambler, whose word has to
he his bond, unless he aceepts the altermative
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of being hooted and hooted out from the
fraternity to which he belongs. Tt is not
the censtruction of the Como tramway to
which I take exeeption, it is the breaking of

a promise made in this Honse. Examples
of this kind must be detrimental in their
effect on the national character, I feel

strongly about this matter. An Englishman’s
pride is that his word is his bond, and any
repudiation shocks the community badly and
it can only be viewed with disapprobation by
all right thinking people. I accept the as-
surance of the Premier and the Minister for
Agrieulture that they were not eonsulted,
Surely if it be necessary to get the sanction
of Parliament to appoint a nurse at a North-
West town—Derby, I think—is it not as im-
portant to keep a pledge given to this House
before spending cven a so-called *‘paltry’’
£41,000 on a lesing proposition such as we
are told the Como tramway is likely to be.
Some men.bers think that this tramway may,
like other ‘‘babies,’’ grow into a fine child,
but ““babes’’ of unhealthy parentage, like
this one, are apt to wither and become sickly
and a costly liability instead. On all these
questions of honour and moral dealing we
may well reeall to our minds the belief held
by that great statesman, John Bright, which
wag—

That the national morality of the nation
will in the course of history affect it in
the same way that the private standards
of an individual affeet those with whom
he comes in contact.

Bright sums-it up in the following pithy
words—

If nations

or, as in this case, ‘‘Governments' —
reject or deride the moral law, there is a
penalty which will inevitably follow.

To hon. members and the members of the
Government 1 would gquote these words—
Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet
they grind exceeding small;
Though with patience He stands waiting,
with exactness grinds He all.

This will soomer or later happen to us
as a people and as a Parliament un-
less we cun do something to prevent
uneonstitutional acts being done in  the
future. There is one other matter to
which I wish to refer. In a recent issue of
the ‘‘Sunday Times'’' I read a paragraph in
which it was stated that the allowance to
Btate children had been reduced by 30 per
ecent. I de not think that is true; in faet,
I am sure it is not. I would, however, like
the Government to give the public an assur-
ance that it is not so beeause the subject
has been referred to by many people, and if
it really were carried into effect, a great
hardship would be ereated. I have no in-
tention to-night of dealing with the subject
of licensing and other matters, because wo
shall bhave another opportunity to do so.
The suggestion whieh has been made in re-
gard to the holdisg of a conference of repre-
sentatives of the State Parliaments on the
question of Federation is a wide one and I
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hope it will take place, and if not, that this
Parliament will voice its opinion on the Fed-
eral position in ne uncertain way and for-
wards its views to the Prime Minister,
so that the injustices which we have suffered
for so long may be remnedied. I spoke againat
federation in the days of long ago because
I thought it was 30 years before its time,
and the words of those who spoke against it
then have proved to be absolutely true. Now,
however, we are told hy way of reply, ‘* We
are very sorry. You had all the sense and
we had all the seatiment.’’ Tt ig time that
some of uws with the sense got together and
remedied the condition of affairs now exist-
ing, because the deficit cannot he satisfae-
torily coped with until we receive more rev-
enue from taxation now taken unfairly by
the Federal Government.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [6.1]: With
other members who have spoken, T rccognise
that the present is a very serious period in
the history of the State. We know this be-
enuse we find it necessary to introduce an
ertirely new poliey with regard to govera-
mental functions. We know very well that
the financial position is absolutely serious.
Tt is not necessary fer every member to re-
peat that. It is fully recogmised by the whole
of the members of Parliament, though I think
it is mot recognised by the people of the
State to the extent it should be. Most of us
have seriously considered the position, but
the people in charge of the government of the
country are the ones to suggest remedies. The
Government have pot down to the basie facts
and they say that the only way to improve
the finanees is by inaugurating an immigra-
tion policy. This being so, a majority of the
people of the State have agreed on the broad
cutline that a policy of immigration will
probably relieve the situation. 1 do not ae-
eept it as a fact, as has been expressed in the
Press, that beeause the people recognise that
immigration will to some extent relieve our
fingneial position, the methods proposed by
the Government have received anything like
general endorsement. kvery member onr the
Government side who has spoken has ex-
pressed himself pleaged that the Opposition is
supporting the Premier in his policy of immi-
gration. Speaking for myself, and I think
for other members of the Opposition, we are
not in accord with the methods of scttlement
suggested by the Premier, 1 can see grave
dungers ahead. I consider that an entirely
wrong policy has been adopted. We could
cxpend the money very much more wisely in
other directions, which would result in greater
good to the whele State in a shorter time
than will e the case under the scheme pro-
pounded by the Premier, Whenever the Pre-
mier refers to our public utilities he says in
effect, *“We have too small a population for
the publie utilities under our control.’”’ He
also says that the railways are responsihle
for the defieit, that for the considerable mile-
age of railways in this State, the inyufficiency
of peopte and of production are responsible
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for the present parlous condition of the

finances.
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Minister for Works: In effect, it is so.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, but though the
Premier repeats this so often and evidently
has it constantly in mind, he now comes down
with a policy involving the building of more
railvays. That is the policy of the Govern-
ment with regar@ to closer settlement. There
will be & considerable increase in our railway
mileage. I[f the experience of the past counts
for anything we can only expeet that the con-
gtruction of more railways will inerease our
diffieulties,

The Minister for Works: Not if the rail-
ways are built to induce settlement.

Mr, WILLCOCK: FErvery railway we have
huilt during the last 20 years has been built
to induce settlement.

The Minister for Works: No, there are
miles and miles of railway without secttle-
ment at all,

Myr. WILLCOCK : The vltimate aim of
practically all our railway construction der-
ing the past 15 or 20 years has been to in-
crease scttlement. The Premier tells us it is
owing to our vast mileage of railways that
the deficit has incrensed and that we bave
got into a finaneial morass. Yet, in attempt-
ing to get out of the difficvlty, the Premier
can suggest nothing bhetter than the poliey
which has proved so disastrous in the past,
namely the construction of more railways,
The Premier attributes the deficit to the pro-
vision of public utilities in advance of the re-
quirements of the people. To get out of the
present diffieulty, he proposes an extension of
that policy.

Hon. T. Walker-
dog that bit him.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Quite so. TIf the Gov-
ernment so desired, they could settle num-
Lers of immigrants on land adjacent to the
existing railways. There is any quantity of
land in close proximity to the railway system
not being developed. This land conld he
utilised for settlement without inereasing our
railways by a single mile.

Mr. Piesse: And it is under offer for sale,
too.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes. .\ considerable
area iy held up and people anxious to ob-
tain land within a reasonable distance of rail-
way facilifies cannot get an aere of it. Tn
my own distriet there are numbers of voung
men who have been brought up on farms and
who thoroughly understand the agricultural
industry from A to Z. If they do not un-
derstand it, it is useless to expeet newcomers
to do so; These young men are elamouring
for Jand within a reasonable distance of rail-
way faeilities and cannot get it. The mem-
ber for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) expressed sim-
ilar sentiments when the swas speaking.

A bit of the hair of the

Wherever one goes in the State, he is in-.

formed that there are considerable areas of
unimproved land not available for settlement.
It is held up at the caprice of people, some
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of whom desire to profit by the unearned in-
crement which will possibly accrue in after
years when other people have settled further
oet. Some of it is tied up in large estates
and a considerable area is held by people who
thought they were exhibiting unusual fore-
sight by taking up in the first instance hold-
ings considerably larger than they could pro-
perly work. Not including the Midland Rail-
way-—I shall have something more to say
about that railway later in the session—there
are 22,000,000 acres of agrienltural land with-
in 11 miles of a railway. From the data
supplied to us, we can see that not one half
of this land hasg been cleared or used produc-
tively, notwithstanding that zll the facilities
necessary for its successful development are
in elose proximity,

Mr. Harrison: A large proportion of it is
sandplain and is not fit for cultivation.

Mr., WILLCOCK: I have made allowance
for sandplain. Allowing for 10,000,000 acres
cleared there remnain 12,000,000 acres within
11 miles of existing railways, We can safely
assume that one-fourth of this area is first
class 1and. The member for Avon (Mr, Har-
rison)} will agree that the poliey in the past
has not been to clear the first class land,
because to do so is a very expensive matter.
The second class land is comparatively easy
to ¢lear and the people in dcveloping their
holdings have tackled the second class Jand
largely. Of the 12,000,000 acres, therefore,
about 3,000,000 acres of first class land are
not used to any extent, if at all

Mr. Harrison: There are miles of sand-
plain.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I have made allowance
for other classes of land to the extent of
15,000,000 acres. Instead of cmbarking on
a poliey which will mean incrensing our rail-
way mileage through unsettled districts and
adding to the already huge area of unim-
proved land within reasonable distance of
railway facilities, the Government should
consider a policy which will enable people
to get hold of some of this land. ‘The mem-
her for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan) referred
to-day to a return which she was instrumental
in getting tabled last session relating to the
Avon Valley land. Thousands of acres of
first ¢lnss land are there held up, land which
for 60 or 70 years has been under the own-
crship of different people and has not been
developed at all, What is needed, what
would meet with general approval and what
evervonce expects i3 an effective policy of
closer settlement. The same thing applies to
the pastoral arcas, and naturally the result
is reflected in our railway revenue. Our rail-
ways do not pay, simply because there are
considerable areas of land served by them
which should be utilised and which no effort
is made to bring under production. The
Royal Commissioner on Railways seriously
suggested pulling vp the Sandstone railway.
Had an effective policy of closer settlement
been introduced, there wounld be any amount
of traflic to justify that line, and there would
not have been any suggestion to pull it up.
All the way from Pindar to Meekatharra, a
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distance of over 200 miles, there are hoge
arexs of pastoral land fit for closer settle-
ment. Some of it is held in areas of
1,000,000 acres,

My, Tecsdale: You mean small stations.

Mr. WILLCOCK: With smaller stations
there would be a considerable increase ‘in
population, production, and railway revenue
with conseguent benefit to the finances of the
State. We know of these things.» The House
has been told of them time after time, yet
the Govermment sit down and do nothing.

Mr. Marshall: Did not they do something?
They extended those leases for another 20
years.

Nitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Before tea I was point-
ing out that therg js an immense area of
firat-class land within a reasonable distance
of railways which remains in an absolutely
undeveloped condition. It is estimated this
comprises about three million acres. If
the average area of farms be 500 acres, this
big territory of country would provide for
the 6,000 families the Premier is committed
to settle,

The Minister for Works: It would take
something to buy up that land.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It would cost a great
deal to clear z]l the land in the Sonth-West
and place it in a state of productivity, and
it wonld take a great deal longer to do that
than it would to place the land I am re-
ferring to in a gimilar position. This area
of three million acres contributes very little
to the revenue of the country. The land
tax paid within the State, most of it on
land within the metropolitan arena, does not
amount to more than about £42,000, and the
area I speuk of cannot coantribute more than
a paliry L3,000 or £4,060 by way of taxa-
tion. The same thing applies all over the
fState. We have read in the Press of what
has occurred in York and Northam and the
Great Southern generally. Within 25 miles
of Geraldion there are 10 or 11 estates eom-
prising 120,000 acres, three-fourths of which
are of first-class land. Iunstead of there
being 10 or 11 individuals controlling these
properties, we should bave at least 225
families living upon them. The production
that would follow closer settlement there
would stimulate trade, and provide a vast
amount of employment in far guicker time
than will the Premier’s poliey of settling
the South-West at sueh great expense.
There is a lot of land in the Geraldton dis-
triet suitable for closer settlement,

Mr. Pickering: Do you not believe in the
development of the South-West?

Mr. WILLCOCK: T shall have something
to say later on with respeet to the one-evei
poliey of the Government concerning the
South-West.

Mr. Piekering: They have kept away
from it for a long time.

Mr, WILLCOCK: A Government which
is supposed to have a broad outlook upon
the whole State shonld not concentrate
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upon one portion of it. In this new immi-
gration policy practically all the money
connected with it is to be spent in the
Soutl-West.

Mr. Pickering: We can do with it.

Mr. WILLCOCK : The $tate cannot de
with it, We cannot afford te have one part
of Western Australia developed and ~the
other part left undeveloped. It is time the
Premier awakened to the fact and rubbed
the (dust from his eyes so that he may see
the other parts of the State which can be
developed equally with the South-West with
more bencficial results, and which ean be
opened up in considerably quicker time
than it will take to get a decent return
from the land in the South-West. We must
not overlook the fact that wheat-growing
has made a great differencc to this State,
and must accordingly see that our wheat
Jands are fully developed.

Hon. T. Walker: And the wheat lands
around Lsperance,

Mr, WILLCQOCK : Very little has been
done in the way of developing the South-
East until quite recently. I do not think
much of this immigration money will be
spent in that part of the State,

AMr. Pickering: The railway iz going on.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The Government are
spending niore money in railway construe-
tion in the South-West than anywhere else.
On the Greepough Flats and around Don-
garra, and aleng the Midland railway for
a congiderable distance, there is land which
good judges who have seen it declare is the
best in the State.

My, Denton: From Gingin north.

Mr. WILLCOUK: I am referring to land
puitable for dairying and pig-raising. The
Mjdland lands are the best wheat-prowing
lands in Western Australia, partieularly
that portion which has been developed up
to the present. The country along the
Greenough Flats and around Dobngarra is
valued at £5 and £6 an acre, but many
people from the Eastern States, who have
seen it during the past few years, have
declared that, if it were situated in the
Eastern States, it would be worth £30 an
acre. Its value was recognised 80 years
ago, when the Imperial Government was
sending out pensioners. Even in thoge days
it was found that omn 30 or 40 acres the
seftlers conld make a good living, The
member for Irwin (Mr. C. G. Maley) and
the Mintster for Agriculture were brought
up in elose proximity to these lands, and if
they are a sumple of what the country can
produee from a physical point of view, they
must compare very well with anything elge
in the State.

Mr. ¢, C. Malpy: According to the man-
ager of the Agricultnral Bank, there is no
tand in that area worth more than £3 am
acre.

Mr, WILLCOCK: If he says that he does
not know his business.

Mr. Denton: Tt produces good men,
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Mr, WILLCOCK: Yes, and grows good
;grass. 1t is switable for closer scttlement,
:and must eventually produce a considerable
amount of butter and bacon and other pro-
«duets usual to small farms. The Premier
‘ig the champion of vested interests and
also of the large landholders,

Mr. Teesdale: That is wrong,

Mr. Lutey: Jf he is not, his party is.

Mr., WILLCOCK: If the member for Roe-
‘bourne can prove to me that the Premier
is in favour of apn wnimproved land tax, I
will withdraw. The ‘‘West Australian,’’
which has always looked upon the Premier
:as a little tin god, and as the one man in
the State

The Minister for Works: Not a little one,
nor a tin one either,

My, WILLCOCK :
-events.

The Miaister for Works:
brass one, but a good
‘Thumarity,

Mr, WILLCOCK: At all events the paper
has referred to him as a statesman., [ do
not deny that he is ome, but I do say he ig
blocking a demogratic unimproved land values
taxation measure. Even the ‘‘West Austra-
Tian,’’ which sees in him all! the virtues that
cculd be possessed by one man, has had a
-serious disagreement with him upon the sub-
ject. This is a measure that is hadly needed,
in order to bring these estates and the large
amount of unimproved land within a reason-
able distance of our railways into a state of
productivity.

Mr. Teesdale: T will have a talk with him.

Mr. WILLOOCK: Tt is time every member
of this House had a talk with him. If a vote
were taken onm the desirability of introducing
such a measure, I am sure the Premier would
find himself practically alone in the matter.
Apparently, however, he has sufficient influ-
ence in Cabinet to bloek its introduction.
He brought in s measure for closer settle-
ment, which would have had no effeet at all.
There is no wonder another place threw it
out. The country is looking to the Govern-
ment for some measnre of closer settlement.
During the past 30 years or so it has heen
recognised in the TEastern Statés that the
country caunot progress without closer settle-
ment, We should have had such a measure
here long ago, so that the large estates might
have been broken up. The Government have
taken an entirely parochial view of the
question of settlement under their immigra-
tion scheme. With the exeeption of some
expenditure along the Gascoyne River, which
the member for the distriet does not endorse,
and where 17 blocks have been taken up, no
money i3 being spent north of Perth but for
gsome additional funds that are being granted
fo settlers through the Agricuitural Bank.
Tour or five millions out of the six millions
will be spent in that part of the State south
of Perth, bhut practieally nothing will be
spent elsewhere. No Government which has
a broad outlook upon the possibilities of the
State and realising the need for straightening
wour finances, shovld adopt so parochial a view.

A brass one, at all

Not even a
solid junk of
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There is laml throughout the State requiring
development, upon whieh money could be
spent most profitably, and suceessful setile-
ment ensured. The Premier is ready to spend
money here, there and everywhere, provided
the money i3 spent in the south-west corner.
Railways are to be built there, closer settle-
ment is to take place thery, and all the de-
velopmental pelicy of the Government is to
be concentrated there. As the representative
of one of the nerthern districts, [ must pro-
test against such parochial action and such
a narrow-minded view being taken of the pos-
sihilities of the State in general. Reverting
to finanee, let me say that the [remier
painted a rtosy picture with regaml to the
sinking fund and the interest aceruing from
the amount accumulated therein, He did not
say, however, that exactly the same condi-
tions apply to our defleit. .Just as we are
going ahead n respect of interest acenmulat-
ing on our sinking fund investnient hevond
what we expected, so we are geing haek in
regard to interest on the deficit. The interest
alone on our colossal deficit now amounts to
*£1,000 per day. Sueh are the proportions of
the deficit. It may he all right as regards
the sinking fund and interest on that fund;
but, conversely, the deficit and the interest
on it are in a most unsatisfactory position.
O the Sapply Bill T referred to the unem-
ployed trouble. T said that the immigration
poliey would have the effeet of reducing
wages. Tt will be generally conceded, I
think, that this is taking placc already. Be-
fore the immigration policy came intoe force,
the rural rate of wages was from 35s. to £2
per week; and now we find the New Settlers’
League putting forward a ruling rate of 25s.
Tundeed, but for the cfforts of the league the
rate would not have heen so high as that.

The Minister for Agricullure: That is the
minimtum rate for mnew immigrants without
experience.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Our experience is that
the minimum rate is the ruling rate.

Mr. Mann: It is not so in this case.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The league state that
many settlers send applications for immi-
grants to work on their farms at from 10s.
to £1 per week. I know that personally from
immigrants, of whom dozens are travelling
around the country laoking for work. Some
immigrants are working for nothing,

Hon. M. F. Troy: Will members opposite
deny that?

Mr. Mann: T ear necither deny it nor ad-
mit it.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The immigration poliey
has had the effect of reducing wages more
particularly in those avocations which are
not governed by arbitration awards. When
I spoke on this the other might, the Minister
for Mines interjected, saying in extenuation,
“fWe must get the farmers to support our
immigration poliecy.”” Is that =a proper
method to use for obtaining the support of
the farmers for the immigration policy of
the Government, by guaranteeing a consid-
erable amount of labour at rates lower tham
those which have hitherto been paid?
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Mr. Mann: Do you know that our own
soldiers had to go out at £1 per week in
order to gain experiencet

Mr., WILLCOCK: Two wrongs do not
make a right. Tt is an absolute disgrace to
2 eommunity to ask soldiers who have been
away fighting to work for £1 per weeck in the
country for which they fought.

Mr. Mann: They were getting experienee.

Mr. WILLCOCK: A man with any brains
and any energy whatever can earn at least
£]1 per week in any eountry. Now as regards
immigrants who are not going on the Iand.
The Premier expeets only 6,000 out of the
75,000 to go on the land. Before these peo-
ple come here, it should be known exactly
what they are going to be paid. When one
gets down to bedrock in talking to a man
about immigration, the first guestion onec is
met with is, “*What wages will I get? How
much can I make? What will the difference
be to me in wages if T go to work for them
12,000 miles aeross the ocean?’’ The Pre-
mier admitted the other night that he could
not tell anyone who asked him in England
what wages were payable in any industry
here. But that is the first thing to be con-
sidered. The Premier did not think it was
of any importance; he was unable to give
any information on the subject.

Mr. Teesdale: What do you think a mar-
ried couple when they first come out are
worth on a farm?t

Mr, WILLCOCK: I do not think that auy
man should under any circumstances be asked
to work for less than 353s. per week and keep.
I stand for labour conditions which will en-
able the head of the family to keep his wife,
and his ehildren if he has any, without the
wife having to work. T do not think the
married couple business is a proposition
whieh amy immigrants should be asked to
take on. Tn Australia the man with 2
family should be able to earn sufficient wages
by the sweat of his brow to kecp his wife
and children with a reasonable standard of
comfort.

The Minister for Works: Would you con-
sider in the case of n married couple the
wife should be free to say what she will do?

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do not object to the
wife working, but I consider she should get
something additional for it. The Premier
showed want of grasp of the position when
he was not able to mform intending immi-
grants what wages they would get on arri-
val. Tt is all very well to tell people that
Innd will he available. for them after 12
months, but that what wages they are to get
during those first 12 months is a point on
whiech no information ean be given. I do
not think half the people who are emigrating
to this State would come here if they knew
that they would get only 25s. per week wages
for the first year. The Labour Party recog-
nise, naturally, that it is impossible to re-
gulate hours of work on the land, that there
are so many different duties to be performed
in eonnection with agricultural work as to
render it impossible to fix definitely the num-
ber of howrs per week. Bnt the Labonr
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Party do stand right wp to it that people
coming here should know they will get only
a miserable pittance instead of a reasonable
wage. The wage of 25s. offered by the New
Settlers’ League is not sufficient to bring
people to Australia. One immigrant said he
could get as much from the unemployment
dole of the Imperial Government as by work-
ing in Australia, That is not a set of comn-
ditions we should stand up for. I hope, fur-
ther, that the immigration policy is not going
to develop into a practice of immigrants ob-
taining everything that is to be got in the
way of work and land as well. T know of
people who have for 2 long time been en-
deavouring to get land in this State and
have hecn nuable to get it—Western Austra-
lian people born and reared on farms. Tt
has been told to me that suck people on go-
ing to the Lands Depariment to inquire if
there is any land available are told, ‘‘You
had yonr opportunity years ago; you should
have taken up land yvears ago.

The Minister for Works: Do you believe
that?

My, WILLCOCK: The Minister should ask
some of his colleagues whether that is not a
fact. T do not want a sign hung up in front
of the T.ands Office saying, ‘‘Immigrants
only: no Australians need apply.’’ There
ig a eonsiderable fear among the people of
this State that that poliey will be in opera-
tion during the next few years, becanse of
immigrants coming here on the promise that
they will obtain land.

The Minister for Works: Those who have
got land you would tax ont of existence.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Minister for Works
in effect assures me that as far as he is con-
cerned that poliey will not operate, but that
people of Australian birth, and particularly
Western Australian birth, who have had ex-
perience on the land will he given at least
equal opportunities with people coming from
overseas.

The Minister for Works:
birthright, surely.

Mr, WILLCOCK: But it seems to me that
that birthright ean be taken away,

Mr. Richardson: The Premier said the other
night that the Australians had the first op-
portunity in the Wheat Belt,

Hon. M. F. Troy: There are a thousand
soldicrs looking for land, and they eannot
be supplied.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

AMr, WILLCOCK: If al} this land is avail-
able—and [ do not want to discuss that
question at present—how jg it that we have
heen obliged to spend three or four millions
of moncy during the past two or three years
in repurchasing cstates for soldier settle-
ment? That fact seems to show that at
least there is no land available close to the
railways and with reasonable facilities. L
know it has been the policy to settie re-
turned soldiers on partly improved farms;
but if we had land available for improve-
ment at small cost, it would have paid us
better to spend our mouey on making that
land readv for the soldiers instead of de-

They have a
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vuiing three or four millivns to the re-
purchase of estates. In connection with
immigration we mnst g.ve encouragement
to secondary industries tvo. If all these
people are going on the land, they will
want a market for their produce. 1f we do
not encourage secondary industries, we
must take some steps to secure a market
tor the products of. the new settlers. Year
after year we hear that marketing is just
as important as producing. We EKnow for
a faet that some people make considerably
more out of marketing than other people
make out of growing. The poliey of the
Government should be to find markets. Only
last year the Government sent the Minister
for Mines on a visit to Java, Batavia, and
other countries to the north of this State
in order to find new markets for our pro-
ducts, So far I have not heard of any
results,

The Minister for Agrienlture; There have
been considerable results,

Mr. Angelo: That visit developed new
avenues of trade,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Perhaps the member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo), who frequently
travels on the Singapore boats, knows more
about the subject than the rest of us do.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
been selling our grapes in the Straits
Settlements for 253, per ease, and have alse
been selling stoek there.

Hon. M, F. Trey: We have heen selling
stock up there for years.

Mr. WILLCOCK: We should concentrate
on those secondary industries which are
conneected with our primary industriea. 1
would cite the instance of flour. Of the
wheat we produce, only about one-tenth is
gristed. It would pay Western Australia
handsomely if we built up a trade with any
other portion of the world in flour, for
that would assist our local industries, such
as pig raising, poultry farming, and so on.
It is a crying shame that we have to export
five-gixths of our wheat in the shape of the
raw material. If we want to do anything
with our poultry or pig raising industries,
it is practically impossible under existing
eonditions. This aspect shonld he taken
into consideration and seeing that we re-
quire the offal obtained from the gristed
wheat for those industries, the export of
flour shonld be encouraged, As it is, the
priee of offal is practically prohibitive,

The Minister for Agriculture: We export
double as much, comparatively speaking, as
any other State in Australia.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I know a grave mis-
take was made when our people were
allowed to export to the Eastern States and
a few months later we had te import our
products back from the East, at about
double the price for which we exported it
We should have some control regarding pro-
duce of that deseription. We know pretty
well how mueh bran and pollard is re-
quired for the industries I have mentioned,
and yet we allow our preduets to go to the
Eastern States only to import them at en-
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hanced prices. The effect of this has been
to strangle the poultry and pig raising in-
dustries. I was very pleased to have the
agsurance of the Minister for Works that
the Government have not lost sight of the
harbour works for Geraldton and that there
is a probability that within the next few
months something definite will be done in
that connection, I had a lot to say re-
garding that work. Many people have
posed as authorities in Geraldton, just as
they kave in Bunbury and Aibany, regard-
ing harbour counstruction. Ior my part, T
am prepared to leave this question in the
bands of the responsible officers of the Gov-
ernment, If we pay the Engineer-in-Chief
the salary of which he is at present in re-
ceipt—he i3 the highest paid officer in the
State—I am prepared to teave such matters
4s harbour coastruction and peblie works
to him and take his word for it. I will not
quarrel with him, and if anyone, without
possessing any technical knowledge, tries to
bring forward counter proposals or other
schemes, I will give my support to the
scheme propounded by the technical ad-
viser of the Government. The depart-
mental officers have spent some time in
collecting all the data available and when
they prepare a scheme and advance it as
the best, in their opinion, o meet the re-
quirements of a port, if the Government are
prepared to back up the opinion of their
responsible officers, I am prepared to back
up the Government in that regard. I do
not want the Government to spend any
money in connection with the Geraldton
harbour works, in the direction of finding
ont particulars bearing upon any impossible
schemes that may hbe advanced from time
to time. Thousands upon thousands of
pounds have been spent in collecting data
for the harbour scheme for Geraldton. Now
that all that data is available and as the
engineers have the confidence of the Gov-
ernment and the majority of the people of
Western Australia, I am prepared to agree
with their proposals. I hope they will go
ahead with the work.

Hon, M. ¥. Troy: The harhour should
have been built long ago.

My, WILLCOCK : That is so. Dealing
with the question of secondary industries,
the Premier has mentioned the establish-
ment of woollen mills, Since his return, he
has stated that he interviewed people in
Bradford who were prepared to come to
Western Australia and establish woollen
mills, A few years ago, prior to the elee-
tion of the Minister for Mines, we had the
spectacle of a gentleman, reputed to be an
expert, being rushed down to Albany
in order to inspect that centre as a

possible site for a woollen mill He
did not examine other portions of the
State, but said that Albany was the
best site for a mill. [ contend that be-

fore the Government recommend anyone to
invest money in the establishment of woollen
mills or in any other enterprise, they should
get information regarding all portions of the
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State, and not Le content to deal with only
on¢ part, beepuse it happens to be repre-
stnfeit by a Minioter, From what T ¢an
gather, there is no reason why Athany, any
more than remantle or  Bunbury, should
have been selceted.

Hom, W, €. Angwin: Collic was as gowd a
Mace.

The Minister tor Works: There is uothing
to say that they must be at Albany.

Mr, WILLCOCK: I say that a man, who
wits reputed to he an expert, dashed thrvengh
to Albany and declared it was the best place
for the mills.

Mr. Wilsou: He was at Collie for six
lvours,
Mr. WILLUOCK: Most industrial enter-

prises are established near the source of their
supplies, Viewing it from that standpoint,
in the Muechison distriet, of which (eraldton
is the natural port, we have abont two million
sheep. They would he sufiicient to keep any
mill going that we can cstablish in Western
Australia.
Hon. W, (.,
Iike there?
The Minister for Mines: There is nothing
to prevent you having waollen mills there.
Mr. WILLCOCK: XNothing has heen said
about any place other than Albany.
The Minister for Mines: Oh, yes.
Mr, WILLCOCK: Well, et us know about

Angwin: What is the water

it.
The Minisier for Works: Albany is pos-
sibly just as switable as Geraldton.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T will go so far s to
say that perhinps Albany is better than Ger-
aldten, but hefore the Government allow any-
one to say that Albany is the best place, they
should go into the question thoronghly and
inspect sites in other parts of the State.
The faet that Albany was deelared to be the
best place for the mill was blazoned forth
before the last election.

The Minister for Mines: What is wrong
with that, it it is eorrcet?

Mr, WILLCOCK: I say that no one has
maile inquiries to aee if it 1s correet. No
one went to Geraldton, for instance.

The Minister for Mines: There was nothing
te prevent Geraldton getting the expert’s ad-
viee,

Mr. WILLOCOCK: Ther: was un oppos-
tunity to invite that supposed expert to go
to Geraldton and report.

The Minister for Mines: Why not?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Because no one knew
he wus here. He stopped for a few hours at
Collie and wax rushed down to Albany direct.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They would not let
him stay at Premantle, but rushed him away
in a motor-ear.

The Minister for Works: You must have
water supplies for woollen mills, and ¥ou
have not got them at Geraldton,

My. WILLOCOOK: We are getting them
now.

The Minisfer for Mines: T get it in the
neek if T do something; T get it in the neck
if T don’t Ao something.
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Mr. WILLCOCK: I do not want to give it
to the Minister in the neck at all, 1 suggest
that inquiries should be made throughout all
portions of the State whenever au industry
is to he established, so as 1o pet the most
suitable site. I do not say that Geraldion
is the only place that should reveive attention,
but befure any gite is recommended the Gov-
ernment should have full particulurs.

The Minister for Agriculture: The expert
even went past Merredin!

Mr. WILLCOCK: I will leave this par-
tieular question because it scems to ereate
some little disorder. At any rate, 1 do not
soppose I could go much further with it.

The Minister for Mines: We did not send
him to Esperance,

My, WILLCOCK: 1 now rome to a ques-
tion which has eaunsed some dissension in one
section of the House. I refet to the Como
tramway extension, I will say very little
ahout this matter; perhips enough has been
saidl about it already,

Mr. Clydesdale: Quite right.

Mr. WILLCOCE: When discussing . the
Loan Estimates, I protested against the con-
struetion of this line. When we obtained an
assarance  from  the Premier that nothing
would be done until the House hud been con-
sulted, T was satisfiel. However, the work
has been done. [ will repeat that [ am not
pmepared to sapport any  propesal to c¢on-
siruet a new railway while we lLave any un-
settled land within a reasonable distance of
the railways.

AMr. Clydesdale: That does not apply to the
trams.

Mr. WILLCOUK: T will not support any
aidition to the framway system whatever in
the metropolitan area,

Hon, W, " Angwin: But the people pay
tor these themselves.

Mr. Clydesilale: Whether they will pay or
otherwise, vou will not support them?

Alr. WILT.COCK: No, T will not support

any further extension in the metropolitan
arca.
Member: Why?

Ay, WILLCOCK : The mouney ean be spent
helter elsewhere.

Mr. Clydesdale; You have got the anti-
nretropolitan Country Party gern too.

Mr, WILLCOOK: Tt is time too. We have
apent sufficieat money in conmertion with
trams in the netropolitan area to serve for
a considerahle time.

Mr. Clydesdale: The evidenee we took did
not show that.

The Minister for Works: Not half enough.

Mr. WITLCOCK: There is land between
Bayswater and PBassendean where between
30,000 and 40,000 people conld he settled
within rveasonable distance of railway faeili-
ties.

Mr, AMann: You do not suggest there is
sufficient housing aeeommodation along the
existing tram routes?

My, Clrdesdale: You cannot get a house
in the metropolitan area now,

Hon. M, P. Troy: Berause the people are
eoying nto the cify.
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Mr, WILLCOCK: Why spend money to
give facilties where they already exist?

Mr. Mmn: They don’t exist,

Me, WILLCOSK: T contend that the
money coml be spent to better advantage
than by the provision of more tramway facili-
ties,

Mr. Mam: People who live in Perth
shoull have an opportunity to seeure house
acconmmaodlation.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The (iovernment have
the railway system and they are actually
building a tramway serviee in opposition to
the railways. It has been proposed that they
shall un a tram under the railways at T.ord-
shieet and ran right alongside the line.

Mr, Clydesdale: The railways are out of
date for shifting people.

Mr, WILLCOCK : That is not the fault of
the country. We have land within a reason-
able distance of railways, boats or tram-
ways at the present tine, sufficient to ae-
commodate as many people as we are likely to
have here within the next five years.

Mr. Clydesdale: That is not so.

Alr. SPEAKER: Order!

My, WILLCOCE: T have alveady drawn
attention to one arca and if the Government
will only provide a couple of extra stations
hetween Bayswater and Bassendean, land will
be hought up there, probably at cheap rates,
and so it will be possible to house people
within five minutes of the railway line.

My, Mann: But halt that land is in a
swiamyp!

My, WILLCOCK: The other half is not
in 2 swamp.

Mr. Clydesdale: You would not live there.

Hon., W, C. Angwin: The people who want
the trams are prepared to pay for them.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is a different mat-
ter.

The Minister for Mines: The tramways
have paid into the Treasury £53,000.

Mr, Carter; That is no rcason why we
should build unprofitable lines.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt is one reason why
evervhody wants to live in the metropolitan
area—the couveniences are so great.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It is a good job you
Lave no say down at Fremantle.

Mr, WILLCOCK : T don’t want it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Give the Geraldton
people their harhour on the same conditions,
and see how they get on. :

Mr. WILLCOCK: We arc told that we are
to have the water supply on those conditions.
Tt is a erying shame that the Crawley tram
was ever bunilt. There is not a houss o
either side for two ot three miles, -

The Minister for Works: Buot look at the
prospects!

Mr. WILLCOCK: We cannot afford to
pay for prospects.

Hon. W, €, Angwin: The tramways man-
ager says it is the best paying line of the lot.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But the people would
have gone elsewhere if the line had not heen
built. It was a useless waste of public
money.

AMr. TPeesdale: Many thoosands of kiddies
benefit by that line in  snmmer time,
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Mr. WILLCOCK: I can see I am not to
be allowed to continue this line of argunrent.
In conclusion I hope the Government will get
down seriously to the question of cloger wot-
tlement. The railways will not pay while
we have those huge areas of undeveloped
land in their proxmiity. Unless something
is done with that land, we shall continuve on
our way to bankruptey.

The Minister for Works:
that!

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1t is as bad as that.
The Premier and everybody else revognises
that the deficit is due to our having public
utilities far in advance of population. As
to immigration, T can only say the Govern-
ment are endeavouring to get out of their
financial difficulties by extending the poliey
which has proved so disastrous in the past.
The only feasible way of squaring up the
finauces is by the introduction of an cffective
closer settlement seheme, so that we can have
developed the lands within reasonable dis-
tance of the railways. Then, and not til!
then, shall we get sufficient production to
render the railways profitable, and shull turn
the corner of the disastrous street along which
we have been drifting to bankrupter for the
last eight or nine vyears.

Nut as bad as

Hon. M. ¥. TROY (Mt, Magnet) [8.20]:
Every speaker has begun with congratula-
tions to the Premier on his immigration
policy. [ do not propose to indulge in such
congratulations, This is not the time. The
policy has not yet been initiated,

Mr. Teesdale: Well, at all events say yon
are glad to have him back again,

Hon. M. F. TROY: I am very glad to see
him baek. If there is one on that side of
the House for whom I have respect, it is
the I'remier. He has never descended to
the petty party taetics adopted hy the
majority of nationalists in Australia. TUn-
like Mr. Hughes, he has never descended
to class hatred or sectarian batred. I
wish his immigration policy well, but this is
not the time for congratulations, becanse
the policy is only in its initial stage. Be-
fore that policy is through, before the
settlers have been established on the land,
I have no doubt the Premier will be the
subjeet, not so much of congratulation, but
of condemnation by those now associated
with him but who have in the pasi con-
demned him for less ambitious exeursions
into the same realm. Tnevitably, many of
the immigranis will not be suceessful. The
whole thing is experimental. I do not want
people to think that everything in the
garden is lovely, that we are on the
threshold of prosperity, and that the State
will soon have forgotten all its diffienlties.
The road still before us is a long and
arduous one., If the Premier sees this work
throngh., he will be entitled to the con-
gratulations of the House and the thanks
of the eountry as a whole.

The Minister for Works: Already he is
entitled to all the co-operation he can get,
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Hon. M. P. TROY: And he shall have it.
In all my experience I do pot remember
that any previous Government ever received
the whole-bearted support which has been
vouchsafed the present Government. The
party on this side has even been accused
of being in support of the Government,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The real coalition.

Hen. M. F. TROY: I admit that at times
we have withheld ecriticiam simply because
of the State’s difficulties. At other times
we have allowed the Government to pursue
a poliey which we did not believe to be in
the best interests of the State; we have
done that rather than cause trouble when
the State was already in difficulties. But if
in the future the Government mislead the
House, as they did in respect of the Como
tramway, if they make promises to the
House and then break those promises, we
will certainly take the Government to task,
The last word has not yet been said
respecting the eonstruction of the Lake
Clifton railway, the worst piece of politieal
work experienced in this State. I hope we
shall spou have an opportunity for discuss-
ing that job. If ever there was a work
which c¢riecd fo Heaven against political
corruption, it is this business of the Lake
Clifton railway,

The Minister for Works:
entitled to say that.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I am entitled to say
that £70,000 of the people’s money was
wasted on a work which was never justi-
fied, never even proposed to the people,
never endorsed by the people. The money
might as well have been thrown into the
ocean,

The Minister for Agriculture: Did it not
serve to establish an industry®

Hon. M. F. TROY: Has the industry been
established? How many farmers of the
South-West have been supplied with lime
from that industry? The industry which
was really established iy the manufacture
of cement. The company which established
that, received railway concessions to the
value of £240,000, something which has
never been given to any other person or
firm in this country,

The Alinister for Works:
been done away with,

Hon. M, F. TROY: The member for West
Perth (Mrs. Cowan) spoke of the low moral
tone of the community. I do not know
whether her ypemarks were justified. The
lady did not aseribe reasons for the con-
dition she complained of. In my opinion
the reason is not far to seek. There are no
high ideals in the community to-day. There
was a time when members came to the
House animated by high ideals. But during
the last few years what high ideals have
been revealed, either in the House or ouf-
side? The whole of the couniry is given
over to boodling, to making good anyhow.
At one time we heard advocated policies
for the benefit of the community. Nobody
advocates those policies to-day. The war
has not brought us to a better state of

You are not

That has all
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society. Apparently the peopls have lost
their ideals, How could it be otherwise?
Has any election within the last five years
been fought on any ideal? Hia the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealtl appealed to
the people with any high national ideal?
Has he not appealed to them rather on the
lowest possible plane, on seetarian ground,
and on the policy of attacking opponents
with the epithets of Bolshevists and dis-
loyalists? Has he urged the neople to take
a high ideal, as for instance the building
up of the country? No. Only the other
day he addressed the confereace of Min-
isters, and his appeal was ‘‘“We must rally
against the Bolshevists (n the country,’
the Bolshevists being, of conrse, his politi-
cal opponents. Can that sort of thing build
up nobility of charaeter, a high moral con-
science in the masses? Of course not. That
is why polities in Australia bave descended
g0 low. XNone of us have the ideals we had
in the past. The most we ecan do is teo
any we will go on in the hope that some
day the people will come to their senses.
Just now they are given over to pleasure.
They ¢an be hocussed by the Press. Before
the war the Press was not so unserupulous
ag it is to-day. The war has taught it that
it can hocuss the people, and so it proceeds
to hocuss them. In the Eastern States one
can hear and see evidence of Federal ex-
travagance and Federal corruption. In
Queensland one can see mills which have
been purchased at the cost of half a
million, but which have mnever done
& day’s work, and are still lying idle.
We can see soldiers' home, huilt by contraet,
falling down, the soldiers refusing to pay for
them or tenant them. We can see in the
Eastern States evidences of wholesale extra-
vaganee. What worse example could we have
of the pass to which things have come and
the lack of any high moral purpese in Aus-
tralia, than the Prime Minister’s aceeptance
of £25,000 as a gift? And from whom? No
one knows and no one cares. Could that have
happened at any other time in Australia?
Would the people of Australia have allowed
& politician to accept £25000 ng a gift?

Mr. Simons: And free from income tax.

Hon. M. F. TROY: When the highest
statesman in the Commonwealth accepts such
a gift, which comes of political corruption,
do we expeet to find any high moral tone in
the community? This is what is wrong with
the country. The member for West Perth
(Mrs. Cowan) is late in the field in deploring
sovial degradation and the lack of high ideals.
The opportuzity for building up high ideals
was sometime ago. TFor the same reason the
Minister for Mines was able to embark on
the Como tramway in defiance of the will of
Parliament. What does he eare about Parlia-
ment? That does he care ahout anything?
What do other Ministers rare ahout Parlia-
ment? Parliament on three occasions said
the Como extension must not be made. Par-
liament voted it down three thmes, and on the
last occasion only agreed to money being
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placed on the Estimates beeause the member
for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Ang-
win} said some money was nccessary for
duplications and repairs,

Hon. W, (. Angwin: That was the session
hefore last.

Mr, Wilson: The district has a very strong
nmember,

Hon. M. F. TROY: T do not blame the
memhber for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale). He
is doing his hest for his constitueney and he
is in this House for that purpose, but Parlia-
meni is here to do the best for the country.

Mrs. Cowan interjected.

Hon, M. F. TROY: If the member for
West Perth were so vitally concerned as she
professes to be rcgarding the action of the
Government, she would not be supporting a
Government guilty of such an action. Dur-
ing the last few years, I have opposed the
expendituore of money in the city. The fact
that the Minister for Mines and the Minister
for Works, and the Government have been
allowed to flout the will of Parliament is dne
to the fact that Parlimment has no control,
hecause the people do not eare.

The Minister for Works: When did T flout
the will of Parliament?

™on. M, F. TROY: In conneetion with
the construction of the Laka Clifton railway.
The Minister {old the House deliberately that
the Government were not constructing that
railway at a time when the very econstruetion
was in his hands.

The Minister for Works:
structing it,

Hon. M. F. TROY: The work was being
carried out by the Government at the time.

The Minister for Works: They were not
building it.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Parliamentary rules do
not permit me to deseribe the Minister's state-
ment as T could wish. Regarding the immi-
gration policy, what confuses me is the faet
that, while we are talking about bringing a
large number of settlers to this country, there
are a large number of people alrcady in the
State looking for land and unable to obtain
it. T know there arc large numbers of ex-
soldiers lgoking for land and unable to get it.
An estate was purchased in my distriet re-
eently.  There were no fewer than 30 re-
turned soldier applicants for five hlocks, and
T krow 20 others who would have applied had
they known in time to lodge their applica-
tions. I know hard-working men in my dis-
triet cngaged on clearing, men who would
make very good scttlers, who have been try-
ing for two or three years to get land and
have not suceeceited.

[ was not con-

| The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

My, Teesdale: Years!

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes; I can certify to
the truth of that statemeni, T conld point
in my own district to six returned soldiers
who have been clearing land for two or three
years, who have made numercus applications
for land, and who have been turned hown
aml cannot get land.
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Mr, Carter: Why?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Because the land is
not there,

The Minister for Works: How could they
make application for land which is not there?

Hon, M, F. TROY: They bave made appli-
cation to the Repatriation Department and
the land is not there.

Mr, Carter: Are you sure it was not a
technical reason in relation to the Federal
Act?

Hon. M. F. TROY: There was no technical
reason.

Mr. Carter: There have been many sugh
cases.

The Minister for Works: Probably they
applied for land in a distriet where none was
vaecant,

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: Thecy are willing to
take land anywhere.

The Minister for Works:
ahout that.

Hon. M. . TROY: A man in this eity has
heen an applicant for Jand five times and has
been turned down.

Ar. Munsie: I know one such man,

Hon. M, ¥, TROY: The man [ refer to is
in the public service. He finds the oecupa-
tien uncongenial and is anxious to get on the
land and make a home for himself, but he
eannot get land. So earnest is he in this de-
sire—he is a young man—that I have done
my best to help him,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They could get land
but it is too far from a railway and the
Agrienitural Bank will not assist them,

Hon. M, F. TROY: The other day a young
man ecame down from the Solomon Islands,
accompanied by his wife and three children.
They had been engaged in eocoa-nut produec-
tion. He applied for land twice and could
not get it. T intraduced him to the Minister
for Agriculture, who scnt for the Acting
Secretary for Lands to look up the plans
regarding certain areas, The applicant
pointed out areas of land which had heen
held for years and on which no work had
been done. He told the Minister that he
had inspected certain areas, and that no work
had been done. The Minister asked, ‘‘Why
cannot he get that land?'' And the officer
replied, *‘T do not know; probably the own-
ers hold some other land and the improve-
ments might be on that other land.’? The
whole position is unsatisfactorv. That man
went away dissatisfied. He had come here
to settle. He had bren told he eonld get land
here, He went te the Lands Department
and was told theee was no land and the de-
partment did not know where he counld get
a block, This sort of thing has struck me
very foreibly during the last few menths,

Mr. Teesdale: You should have gone to
his superior officer and asked why he did not
know. I have had hali-a-dozen cases and I
have gone from officer to officer until I found
ount whe was to blame.

Hon. M. F. TROY: We are told that there
is no land adjacent to railways in the wheat
belt. T say the land is there if proper in-
spection were made. If inspectiom were

I will find out
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made hy an officer of the Lands Department,
he could find out whether improvements had
been made, and the land could be found. I
know arcas of land alongside existing rail-
wiya and there is no evidence of occupation,
That land shoull be inspected hy officers of
th> Lands Department and, if it is not being
utilised, it should be thrown open.

Mr. Teesdale: Undoubtedly, and the sconer
the better,

Hon. M. ¥, TROY: There is the land in
the Greenough district, to which the member
for Geraldton (Mr. Willeock) referred.
There is an estate which has been held for
about 50 years, a fine piece of country, hut
the owners will not sell. I believe that the
ouly imnprovement made in the last 40 years
is a windu ill, whieh has now fallen down.
I was told this by an officer of the Lands
Department who inspected the estate for sol-
dier settlement.  Why are not inspectors
sent ouf to investigate these properties? Why
are these large areas held and not utilised?
Why arc a number of young Australians,
anxious to get and competent to work land,
unable to ohtain it!? There secems to bhe a
lack of co-aperation between the Agricultural
Bank and the Lands Department. Let me
give some instances: Two young men, re-
turnedd soldiers, applied for land near FEridu.
The land was granted; they bored for water
and got it. Application was made for an
alvance but they have now been informed
that neither the Agricuiutral Bank nor the
Repatriation Deparpment will make any ad-
vauce on it. :

The Minister for Works: What reason do
they give?

Hon. M. F. TROY: That the land i not
good caeugh. No area of land ought to be
thrown open for settlement unless there is
shown the amount the Agricultural Bank is
prepared to advance, or a notification that
the bank will not advanee. These two men
should have known better and should not
have gone so far withont making inguiries.
However, they did not know any better.
They only knew that the land was there and,
in their opinion, it was good ecountry. Not
natil they had gone to considerable expense
did they learn that neither the hank nor the
department would grant an advance. There
should be greater co-operation between the
Lands Department and  the Agricultural
Bank. One feature of the Government policy
is that all the money raised by the Govern-
ment is to be expended in the development
of the South-West. Exeept an oceasional re-
fereuce to the Gaseoyne and to the North-
West, there is not a word ahout any other
part of the Sfate.

Mr. Mann: There is three million pounds
for the wheat helt.

Hon, 2. F, TROY: There is no reference
te. anything but the South-West, There is
not n word regarding mining devclopment.
The Government apparently are not coneerned
about the mining industry. Tf it swims, it
swims; if it sinks, it sinks. If a new field
iz discovered, the Government will he guick
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envugth to take eredit for it aul for the
increas:d production of gold.

Mr. Mann: What about the prospecting
parties?

Heon, M. F. TROY: The excessive railway
freights and the cost of living are killing
mining development. I lately visited a fine
field called Payne’s Find. It is said by the
State Batteries Department to be the most
consistent gold producer in the State
ameng  the small fields. Families there
are working stone containing as much as
202. to the tom in some places, and vet the
heads of those families found it almost impos-
sible to exist. The member for West Perth
(Mrs. (owan), who bns interested herself
in the price of sugar, may be surprised to
learn that the price of sugar at Payne’s
Find is 104. per b, and that every' other
neeessary commodity is proportionately dear,
How ecan people be expected to carry on in-
dustries under these conditions? They are
at least a hundred miles from the railway,
and have to earrv what they require to de-
velop their industrics, over three or four hun-
dred wiles of railway, The effect of central-
ising the people in Perth and building up
the land values of the city is to depopulate
the back country, particularly the mining
districts.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is the want of
gold in the back country that takes people
from it.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The gold is there, The
Yovanmi mine closed down vecentiy. It had
employed 400 or 500 men.

Mr. Mann: Tt has an obsolete plant.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Why cannot the mine
replace it?

My, Mann: There is not the requisite mar-
gin of profit.

Hon. M. F. TROY : It could have been re-
placed in normal times at a reasonable cost.
To-day, the mine has first of all to pay a
heavy Federal tariff on the machinery re-
quired. A Nationslist Federal Government
assisted by the Country Party was respons-
ible for this tariff.

Mr. Mann: And the Labour party.

Hon. M. F. TROY : On all machinery
heavy railway freights imposed by the
present Government have also to be paid.
The workmen employed have to receive
bigher wages becanse of the excessive cost
of commodities consequent upon such ratl-
way freights. That is why the mining in-
dustry cannot survive. Minidg timber has
to be carried 300 miles and heavy charges
paid upon it to the TRailway Department.
For mining explosives high prices have fo
be paid, as well as for all machinery re-
quired in the production of gold.

The Minister for Works: You do not
mind wages coming down if the price of
commodities also comes down?

Hon. M. P. TROY: But the price of com-
modities is not coming down. The wages
at Youanmi and Payne’s Find are not as
high as they are at Kalgoorlie. This is
why the mining industry does mot prosper.
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The Government are not concerned about
it. They huve taken no steps to rectify the
pusition, There are large arcas of pastoral
country in the north of railway settlement
in which the Goveroment have not inter-
‘ested themselves. On the East Murchison,
not far from the Sandstone railway, oxists
the finest belt of accessible pastoral comn-
try in the State. The member for Irwin
(Mr. C. . Maley) lived there for many
years. It is well watered, well grassed, and
there are already many settlers, some of
whom are returned soldiers, trying to make
a living there. They are endeavouring to
build up the c¢attle and sheep industry, but
are handicapped through bhaving to fight the
dog scourge, The Government are not con-
cerned about it, The Government pay 10s.
for a dingo scalp in the South-West, Lut on
the Murchison pay only 5s. They have
never uattempted to settle that country, and
never will do so. One can appeal to them
in vain. An appeal to the Minister for
Mines oun the spot is referred to the Min-
ister for Agriculture, and that is the end
of it, If the Government would only settle
that country they would c¢reate a million
pounds worth of wealth in a tenth of the
time that would he required in the South-
West. Wool is a commodity that will always
briug a good price, and the country is there
upeon which to grow the sheep.

The Minister for Works: We want closer
settlement and more population, We do not
want sheep by the million,

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Goverument had
their opportunity for cleser settlement oo
the Murchison and near Carnarvon. When
they passed the Land Act Amendment Aect
of 1917, extending the pastoral leases for
another 20 vears, they put aside the oppoe-
tenity. Had they adopted the proper course,
they counld bave had 12 persons settled
there for every one there now. Vested in-
terests are too stromg in the present Gov-
ernment. They will not adopt a poliey
that would be far sounder for the country
than the wasting of millions of pounds in
parts where development .must necessarily
be slow.

The Minister for Works:
ment was not in offica then.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Since 1916 there has
been a National Government in office.  The
Minister for Works was in office then, al-
thongh he says this Goverament was not in
power. Apparently he is not responsible for
the actions of th» Government of whieh he
was a memler. He repmdiates that Govern-
ment,

The Minister for Works: We got absolu-
tion for that.

Hon. M. F. TROY: They took advantage
of the fact that the minds of the people
were bent on the war, that they were not
concerned about local questions, apd seized
the opportunity io rolr the young Awstra.
lian of the right he had in that country.
The mining industry is being killed by high
rates and tariffs and the people who have
been éngaged in it are coming ta Perth. If

This Govera-
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this palicy continues, we shall soon find peo-
ple in Perth aml Fremantle taking in each
other’s washing for a living.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Never mind about
Fremantle, it will look after itself.

Mr. Mann: Is this Government respon-
sible for the tariff?

Hon. M. F. TROY: [ dQu nut hold this
Goverminent respousible, hut 1 de hold
mewmbers ou that side of the IHouse respon-
sible for the tariff.

Mre, Mann: Wiy?

Hon. M, F. TROY: Beenuse they support
the Hughes Government,

Mr. Mann: Other partics supperted the
tariff.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I am referring to the
men the hon, memher and those associated
with him voted for, Theirs is the Govera-
ment respousible for the tariff.

Mr. Mann: It was supported by the
Labour Party in the Federal House.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Federal Labour
Party in the Senate has no poswer. It is in
fn absolute minority. There are 30 mem-
bers in the Senate, and at the time the
tariff went through only one belonged to
the Labour Party. The Country Party say
they are not respounsible for the tariff. They
blame the Hughes Government and the
Labeur Party. The Nationaliats say they
are not responsible, nnd would have us be-
lieve that the Labour Farty, which is in
the minority, was responsihle for passing
it!  Jr. Monger says the Labour Party,
supported by the manufacturers, is respon-
sible for the tariff. Nowndays people can
say anything,

The Minister for Works;
you are saying that,

Hon, M. F. TROY: hon. wmembers oppo-
site are guilty because thev supported the
Hughes Government, and would do so again
to-morrow. The Country Party is incon-
sistent and insincerc. ’

Mr. Denton: Cub that out, anyhow,

Hon. M. F. TROY: Let us tell the trati.
The Countrv Party pretend now they are a
different party. We are asked to believe
that Mr. Monger is a different Mr. Monger
when he changes one suit of rlothes for
another, as he does threc times a day: but
he is still the same man. The Country
Party have only taken off onc coat and put
on another. They have tuken off the
Nationalist coat and put on that of the
Country Party,

The Minister for
Josephs, T suppose.

Homn, M, P, TROY: It is that party on
that side of the House that is responsible
for the tarif. The (ountry Party. how-
ever, is ennning. and is standing from
under. While the T{ughez Government and
the Nationalist Governmeni were speading
mon.y and while it wax popular to support
them, the Country Party «id so. At the last
election they supported the Hughes candi-
dates, and il so on fthe previous accasion.
The chickens arve now coming home to ronst,

That is why

Works :  Tolitical



172

The people are being heavily taxed and have
awakened to the extravagance of the Hughes
Administration. They are leing brought to
their semses and are looking for the eunlprit.
The Country Party have Qizeovered the cul-
prit in Mr. Hughes. The party wants office;
it wants power, Of course it does not want
the Labour Party in office.

The Minister for Works: That would never
de.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Members of that party
want to be there themselves. They pretend
they are the ypeople who stand for the wel-
fare of the country, but their reeord shows
they have supported every reactionary party
in Australia for the last five vears. To all
eorruption, waste and ill-deing they have
been a party. Let them take the belt; they
are entitled to wear it.

The Minister for Works: 1 suppose T
shall have to change my friends.

Hon, M. F. TROY: The Minister for
Works caonot he sure who his friends are.
If it is the policy of the Government to de-
vote all their energies to the development of
the South-West, let us understand it once and
for all. If they do not want to concern them-
selves about the country we represent, let
them cut it off from the rest of the State.
We do not want to be assoeiated with them.
Their hands are too full. If they have no
time for the development of our part of the
State, let them tell us so, and cut us off. I
will quote an instance of how the Govern-
ment look upon the country we represent.
One or two settlers are going out te that
part of the State to fight the dogs and other
sconrges in an endeavour to open up the back
country. They apply to the Minister for
Works for wells. He says in effect, ‘*'We
have no money; let them do the work them-
selves. Yon have taken on that respomsibility
and the obligation rests wmpen you to put
down your own wells and make your own stock
route.’? That is the kind of reply T have to
send them from the Minister for Works. T
ge along to the office of Messrs. Peet & Co.,
land agents, and see there an extract from
the *West Australian’’ stating that roads
are being made up towards Maida Vale. The
Minister for Works, it is announced, has
made a grant for roads, and this extraet
from the ‘‘ West Agstralian’’ is wsed by the
agents to indicate that there are blocks for
gale there and that the Government are going
to make a road. Of course, the value of the
land inereased.

The Minister for Works: They belp them-
selves by finding the money.

Hen. M. F. TROY: Take the beantiful
motor road built by the Minister for Works
from Fremantle to Mandurah. Beautifnl
roads all over the country! And yet he can-
not put down a well to encourage settlers in
the back country. He says, ‘‘Let them do
it for themselves.”” That is the policy of the
Government. The Government are not con-
cerned about the people in the back country.

The Minister for Works: 1 eanmot put
down a well for one man.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon. M. F. TROY: There arve always two
or three men concerned. [ have never made
an application for something te be done in
the back country yet without being told that
there i3 no money available; yet the Minister
for Waorks goes to Maida Vale, into the Swan
electorate, to spend Government money.

The Minister for Works: The Govern-
ment's poliey is to help those who help them-
sclves, not those who helped themselves from
the public purse.

Hon. M. F. TROY: A settler takes his
wife und seven children out 100 miles into
new country. He hag to bring his cattle in
100 miles to the railway line in order to get
them to market. He takes up virgin country,
and fights all the seourges, He takes his
children away from school. There i3 no doe-
tor within 300 miles of him. He deprives
himself of all social advantages. That set-
tler puts down his own wells on a stock route,
and wants another well, The Minister for
Works says the man cannot get it. Other
men are developing the eountry with that
man. It will never be developed otherwise;
one man must always go out beyond the
others, However, that man shoull have gone
to Maida Vale or somewhere within the met-
repolitan arez; then he weunld have got tram-
way extensions and all that sort of thing.
The man outback is coming to town ull right;
the back courtry is being depepulated by
the policy of the Government.

The Minister for Works: You shoulil not
gay that, and yon should not be rude.

Hon, M. P, TROY: T know 1| have bheen
ruile.

The Minister for Works: I would not ad-
vise you to be rude agaih,

Hon. M. F, TROY: The Minister might
play that sort of thing off on other members.
T respect the Minister’s grey hairs, but he
is not going to bluff me either by insult or by
intolerance. While I represent my people in
this House I am going to fight for them
because I have been associated with those
people for 25 vears. They are of the salt
of this country. They are the backbone of
this country. I know these men, I have
lived with them. I know the fight they are
putting up; and as long ags T am in this
House I shall fight for them.

The Minister for Works: Very well; that
ia all right.

Hon, M. F. TROY: With regard to the
statements made by Mr. Monger, when I
read the Presidentinl speech of the Czar of
all the Country Party

Mr. Simons:  ‘“The
throne. '’

Hon., M, F. TROY: T was a little ineensed
by the continual, never-censing misrepresen-
tation of the Labour Party, Tf there is one man
in this country who more than another knows
what the Labour Party has deome for the
farmer, it is Mr, Alex Monger. Before Mr.
Monger thought it worth while to be assoe-
iated with the Country Party, the Labour
Party were looking after the farmers of this
country, who were in a state of desperation,
and on the point of leaving their land. I

speceh  from  the
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then said to my people, *“You cannot get
this work done and that work done, because
the farmer’s need is greatest; he is stricken
by a drought, and the Government must use
their resources to restore his position. Whea
Li¢ becomes prosperouns, his prosperity will help
the eountry and you will become prosperous,’’
Mr. Monger’s policy now is to denounce the
Labour Party. We put ali the resources of
the country at the disposal of the farmer.
Members of the Country Party who were
formerly in the Houze will tell other mem-
bers that we were the best Government for
the farmer that the country ever had. My
objection is that those members say these
truths to our faces, but not behind our backs,
In the country they claim thal they were re-
spongible for the Industries Assistance Board.
They were not. This party were responsible.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Industries As-
sistance Board was started before the Coun-
try Party had any members here.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes. Those members
say in the country that they were responsible
for the measure reducing land rents. They
were not. This party had a majority, and
did not require the vote of one member of
the Country Party to secure the passing of the
measure. This party could have refnsed to
pass the Bill reducing land rents; they had
the necessary majority. Those other mem-
bers say they were responsible for the wheat
pool. They were not, The Labour Party
were responsible for it. Those other members
never had -the initiative to institute a wheat
pool. I remember farmers in my own dis-
trict saying, ‘‘The Labour Party are in a
bad way; they want our money to firance
on.’’ TIn the Greenough district the farmer
said the Government were out to finance on
the farmers. We established water supplies
thronghont the country. We laid down the
principles of the Industries Assistance Board
and the wheat scheme. The Westralian
Farmers Ltd. as a trading concern got a
footing only because the Labour Government
gave them the handling of the wheat,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: And we lent more
money through the Agricultnral Bank than
any previous Government did.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Just so. Mr. Basil
Murray told me himself that had it not been
for what the Labonr Party did the Westra-
lian Farmers would never have had a hand
in the first wheat pool. Dalgety & Co. and
other firms had too strong a grip on the
ecountry, and would have got the handling
of the wheat. The Primary Producers’ As-
sociation now have paid agitators going about
the country to show up the Labour Pariy.
Yet all the principles the Primary Producers’
Association now work on were originated by
the Labour Party. That cannot be deaied.
T challenge denial. Y saw the report of a
speech made by a paid organiser of the
Country Party, named Manners, who made
the deliberate statement that the Country
Party initiated the Industries Assistanece
Board and the wheat pool. These people send
ont to farmers circnlars saying that it was
the Primary Producers’ Association and the
Country Party that saved the farmers thous-
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ands of pounds in land renfs. They did not.
This party did it. I say this party is entitled
to the credit for it. At any rate, we should
not be abused for it. When I read such
statements made by a man who was never as-
sociated with the Country Party, who is pro-
bably more reactionary than any member of
this House, I resent them on every ocecasion.
I find now that these paid agitators assoe-
iate themselves with the visits of the wool
expert, Mr. McCallum, and of the wheat ex-
perts, Mr, Suttonr and Mr. Vanzetti. Those
visits draw a crowd to hear about wool or
wheat, and then the agitator of the Country
Party scizes the occasion to speak of the
Labour Party, and what fearful misdeeds
they have done, and how they are rnining
the country, If the Liabour Party had ever
done that sort of thing in conmection with
their organising, they would never bave
heard the end of it. Ne¢ Labour Party or-
ganiser has ever seized the opportunity of a
warden or an official giving a lecture to ad-
minister party dope. Let the Country Party
by all means have their organisers, but let
them go about the work legitimately, Let
them pay for their halls and meetings, as
every party does, and then they can say
what they lke. But they have no right to
use the visits of Government officers, when
halls are paid for with public money, to
make attacks on parties in this House.
Mr. Monger, in his speech, blames the
Nationalist Party for all sorts of ills,
but he does admit that the Country Party
has had a share of the government of
the country during the past 12 mounths, and -
that therefore the Country Party must take
some responsibility. Mr. Monger does not
think the Country Party Ministers are con-
sulted in the Government’s transactions. To
their credit, the Country Party Ministers
have stated that they have always been con-
sulted. Whilst condemning the Nationalists,
what does Mr. Morger say in regard to the
next Federal elections? He says, ‘‘We can-
not win seats on our own, but we will make
some arrangements with the Nationalists,”’
The nrodesty and the high morality of this
Caesar! He says that he will make some
arrangement with the Nationalist Party to
run candidates, the Nationalist Party whom

he bhates, whom he is up against! He ia
going to make an arrangement with
them to run candidates for the mnext

Federal election. Yet for the purposes
of propagnnda Mr. Monger findas it _con-
venient to say that the Nationalist Party
are responsible for a great many ills. This
gentleman of ovtstanding morality i3 not a
bit concerned about descending from his
high moral plane. One has to approach him
with reverential awe, but he is now pre-
pared to descend right into the dirty pit of
politics and make an arrangement with the
Nationalists—who are responsible for the
tariff—for the next Federal election.

Mr. Clydesdale: This is a cheap adver-
tisement for him.

Hon. M. F. TROY: He is entitled to it.
Another reference is made in this ‘‘apeech
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from the throne’' to the State trading von-
cerns.  The same ol@ bogey is trotted out
about the State frading concerns being
responsible for all the losses. The Govern-
ment, we are told, must sell them. We hear
all about the disastrous consequences of the
Stat+  trading  voucerns, the injury they
have done to the country. Did Mr. Monger
tell the farmers that the State trading con-
cerns were payable propesitions, and that
one of the Lright features in an otherwise
doleful financial outleok is the ameunt of
money paid by the State trading concerns
into the Consolidated Revenue as profits?

The Minister for Works: Profits totalling
£68,000 last year.

Hom. M. P. TROY: Did he tell them also
that the State TImplement Works were
initiated for the henefit of the farmers?
In asking the farmers to abolish the State
Implement Works. did he alse teli them
that once they were abolished the farmer
who lhad bhought his machinery from them
would have mowhere to go for his parts?
What, in the event of any soeh result. is
going to happen to the farmers who have
purchased State mills, State cultivators, or
State harvesters!?

Mr. Maun: They would get them from
the private firms.

Hon., M. F, TROY: Who will earry on
that work? At what price will they do it?
Let hon. members think of that and con-
sidler what will happeh to the farmers under
such circumstances. 1do the farmers realise
that position? As one who has purchased
State implements and who requires spave
parts every year, I am concerncd about i1
and so should every other farmer who has
pinmed his faith to these works and pur-
chased State agricultural implements. That
aspect is kept from the farmers. Must we
serap onr nashinery? Who cares if we dof
Would the manufacturers eare?  Certainly
they would not. With other firms, they
would enter inte honourable understandings,
just as is the case with the hardware firms,
the bag merchants, the insorance firms and
g0 or. They would all be in the little com-
biune.

Mr, Mann: And the timber mills too?

Hon. M. F. TROY: The more machinery
we buy, the better for these people. Of
eourse, Ay, Alex. Menger iz a farmer but
wijth him are associated a number of gentle-
men who are financially interested in other
coneerns, to a greater oxtent than they are
in farming. That is a curse to the farmers.
Some of these people who are speaking for
the farmers, are wrapped up in financial
ohligatiens with other people and so they
are using the farmer as a politieal weapon
in the interests of those with whom they
ar- financially concerned.

Ay, Malex: Not all of them.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Tpey are men who
are on the (Country Party’s executive.

My, Denton: Not here.

Hon, M. F. TROY:
members in this Heuse.

T do not refer to
Some of those men
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stand for those whu are buying and selling
goods in which the farmers are concerned
They ure on the farmers® executive and
indeed some of those gentlemen are, I under
stand, directors of firms who are acting iv
opposition to the co-operative c¢onceras
which have been establisbed in accordanes
with the policy of the Primary Producers’
Asgsociation.

My, Detton: Yon uly understand that?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Is not Mr. Leec Steerc
a pastoralist and a member of the Country
Party! Mr. Lee Steere is a pentleman for
whom [ have the greatest respect. Is ke
not a member of the Primary Produncers
Association and, at the same time, is he no
o of the directors of Elder Smith? It
not the firm of Elder Sfmith one that deal:
in wire, bags, wheat, and merchandise gen
erally?

The Minister for Works: And a fine firn
too.

Hon. M, . TROY: A pgood firm; I sa
nothing about the firin, but I am eritieising
a principle. If Mr. Lee Steere is a Countr;
Party supporter and agrees with the plat
form of that organisation, he should b
active in bis advocacy of the farmers’ cq
operative societies. In the face of that, i
he not concerned with a big firm operatin;
in opposition to those co.operative organisa
tions? Arc not some other members of thi
association connected with other finanecia
institutions? 7This will e a grave dange
to the Country Party. That organisatio
came into existence because the Libera
Party had lost its snpporters., Many o
them had gone over to Labour and the onl
way to rally that section was the formatio
of the Country Party. On every oceasior
members of the Country Party are foun
supporting these other Interests. Wher
ever a Bill has come forward which ha
affected the interests of the manufacturex
or the merchants in Perth, the Countr
Party has always rallied in support of i
The Country Party was organised for th
puorpose of protecting the interests of th
men «in the agricultural areas. Now we fin
them rallying on every possible oceasion t
the sopport of the manufacturer and in
porter whose interests are not their 0
terests. Naturally, Mr. Monger will mak
an arrangement with the Nationalists t
win the next election and keep the Labo
Party out of power. That is his game.

Mr. Denton: T am glad you warned tb
Nationalists.

Hon. M. T. TROY: T believe the memlx
for Moore (Mr. Denton) is an honourab
gentleman. T believe, too. that he is uns
phisticated. There is onily one party fear:
by the merchants, the manufscturers, and tl
jmporters, and that is the Labour Party?

Mr, Mann: Why?

"Hon. M. F. TROY: Let me informn the ho
merchant who represents Perth in this Chac
her that the Lalour Parts have nro eommg
interest with those gentlemen. Xo mon
tary sovport from the manufacturers or tl
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imp.m-ters comtes to the Lahour Party. It
avails this party nething if ihe mamnfacturer
or the importer sucveeds or goes down.

| The Speaker resumed the Chair, |

My, Mann: 1t should do.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Labour Party
stauds for the general community, llow can
it do that and have common interests with
the men who make their profits out of
the materials and the requirements of the
general community? How c¢ould a member
of the Labour Party stamd for the general
community and at the same time stand tor
these other people. XNo hon. member could
do it.  The member for West Perth (Mrs,
Cownn) talked abowrt the time when we would
have an elective Alinistry. What a hoteh
poteh it would he! It would be an extra-
ordinary Parliament.

Mrs. Cowan: It would be,

Hon, M. ', TROY: I do net hlame hon.
members for having their own opinions or
for expressing them. Ti should he made clear
that the Laboir Party must stand for the
general community, In his speech, Mr. Mon-
ger said that the State trading concerns were
net giving the people a fair deal, As a mat-
ter of fact, the farmer has not been getting
a fair dea) during the last few years from
the superphosphate merchants. 1 was in the
Wimmera district of Vietoria a little while
ago. There [ found farmers paying £5 7s. G,
a ton for superphosphate supplies, Here we
are charged £6 128, Gd, per ton. In Western
Anstralia there are two firms—the Mt. Lyell
Company and Cuming, Smith & Co. There is
no competition whatever. You get the same
price quoted by one firm as by the other.
You simply take your choice and pay your
price. One reputable merechant in Perth told
me that, baving heard that supecrphosphate
was procurable at a cheaper rate in Victoria,
e telegraphed across asking for supplies.
The reply he got was: ‘We will not supply
you. There are two firms operating in West-
ern Australia.”’ The Labour Party will not
stand for that sort of thing. That is why
Labour members and the Labour organisa-
tions generally have fried to nationalise some
of these industries.  The only way people
will get any advantage from thesc industries
i3 by getting the control of these commodities
into their own hands The labour Party is
opposed to the exploitation of the people by
monopolistic eoncerns or by individuals.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The inr‘liviﬂual has
pretty well gonc now.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That iz so. Here is
the great distinction between the Labour
Party and the Country Party or the National-
ists. While there is that distinet line of dif-
ference between us, we ean never vote to-
pether. There is room for a Country Party
in this Honse, no doubt. T am convineed,
however, that the Country Party that will
succeed and best respresent tle interests of
the country areas, is not a Country Party
that will follow MMonger and Ceo., inelnding
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Lioyd Bloxsome, of the Chatuher
and Vincent Shalleross. Na¢ Country Party
of that sort could sueceed. There is room for
a Country Party that will fight for country
interests but there is ne roumn for any party
that, while pretending to fight for thy coun-
try arveas, is out to support the uwmutucturers
and importers. Have we heard a word from
members on the cross henches about super-
phogphates? Not a word! Yet they are pre-
pared to hand over the farmers tu these pri-
vate concerns! Let themn do so, if they want
to! As one whe is tilling the land, [ will do
everything possible to retain these trading
concerns. Mr. Monger hus the impertinence
to talk about the grear lo-= on the State
trading concerns. In the uext breath, this
cologsng of indnstry, this truly remarkable
individual, refers to a luriness he himselt.
has inaugurated. 1 rvefer to the [Premantle
Freezing Works, While he conden:ns the
Government for the losses ineurred, or =abl
to have been incurred, in councetion with the
State trading concerns— these lo==rs o not
exigt—Dle told the conteronee that lie aud
those associnted with him had fallen down on

of Mines,

. their job in conmmection with the Fremantle

Freezing Works, the only work he has taken
in hand. Are Monger and his meat works
attempting to do anything! XNothing at all
The euly meat works operating arve these at
Wyndham which were organised by the {(iov-
ernment. Those concerned in the (ascoyne
meat works at Carnarvon have fallen Jown
on their job too.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: And these people are
aeking the Government to take them over!

Hon, M, F, TROY: That is so. They now
want the Government te handle them, They
want a voluniary wheat pool, and they come
to the Government as well!

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Syndiealism!

Hon, M. ¥. TROY: Absolutely! It is
worge than the Labour Government’s policy.
T did not intend to speak at any length on
these subjcets.

Mr, Simons: You are doing well.

Hon. M. F. TROY: No matter what the
newspapers say ahout Labour—and Goil
krows they do not say mueh, and what they
do say i3 not always savoury

Mr. Lambart: Nor yet trathful,

Hon. M. F. TROY: Since the war, the
rewspapers have shut the Labour Partr ont
from fair play, and propaganda of misrepre-
gsentation appears in all journals. The only
thing that keeps me in polities is the hope
that some day the people will arrive at that
irame of mind which the member for West
Pertli lnoks forward to, when they will strive
after some ideal. They will appreeinte the
humbug that this institution stands for and
will realise that men who have stnod =0 much,
almost taking it lying down, during the past
five years, should not be blan ed because they
exprusy resentment.  To-dav. hyro-rites like
William Morris Hughes talk abeut trading
with Germany., Tf a man had talked some
vears ago as he does now, he would have heen
thrown. into the river or sentenced to im-
prisonment,




176

Mr, Tecsdale: He was your god once.
Hon. M. F. TROY: What, mine? Never.
Mr, Teesdale: Yes, he was.

Hon. F. M. TROY: Lucifer was once at
the right hand of God, but he fell. The
extraordinary thing is that some hon. mem-
bers will make gods of fallen angels. I
do not wish to become personal or hurt peo-
ple’s feelings. Is it not remarkable, how-
ever, that immediately a man is chucked out
of the Labour Party, he is praised by some
sections of the community?

Mr. Mann: He walked ont; he was not
chucked out.

Mr. TROY: We thought they were all
martyred. No man ean be martyred, unless
he is poleaxed. Now we find the truth com-
ing out, After five vears we get the in-
formation. Tn any ecase the walking out of
Wiliiam Morris Hughes has not been good
for this nation hecause, in order to hold
power, he and those associated with him
have never appealed to high principles. Mr,
Hughes can quote Abralam Lincoln, the
great American statesman, but wnlike Lin-
coln, he ncver tried to effeet reconciliation.
He never endeavoured to settle the differences
that existed. ;

Mr. Mann: Can you not give him credit
for doing well at the Versailles Conference
when he stood for a white Australia?

Hon. M. F. TROY: The hon, member is
surcly being humourons! :

Mr. Mann: I am not trying to be humor-
ous,

Hon. M. F. TROY: The member for Perth
is either humorous or clse he i3 a simpleton.
I prefer to think that he is trying to be
humorous. Does he not know that they are
all trying to run away from the Versailles
treaty as fast as they canf?

Opposition members: That is so.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: In to-day’s paper we
have statements by Lloyd George and M.
Poincare who are attending a meeting in
England. We are told that the position is
most complex and desperate and all beeause
Mr. Lloyd George wants to rmm away from
the Versailles Treaty! Of course, that is
another Daniel come to judgment.

Mr. Denten: Why don’t you go Home?

Hon, M. F. TROY: I have never been
able to get my expenses paid. All the pat-
riots who have gore Home from Australia
have gone at the expense of the country. No
patriot has arisen in this country unless well
paid for it. I have always paid my owm ex-
penses.  Mr. Hughes has never appealed
to the people om a high ideal. Tintil the
politicians and the political parties appeal
to the people on some high ideal, they will
never conduce to the betterment of the peo-
_ple. The member for West Perth  (Mrs.
Cowan) may deplore the moral trend of this
eountry. It is duwe to the fact that for the
past five or six years the people have been
led by passion and prejudice. The hon.
member may think her views idealistie, but
nobody can say that the policies put forward
by the leaders have been based om high ideals.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Carter: What ideals have you put for-
ward to-night? Your eriticism has been en-
tirely destruetive.

Hon. M. F. TROY: T will give the hon.
member a few. I was able to tell the truth,
The hon. member does not like it, He never
has liked it. We are told he is of the puri-
tanieal type; even they do not always like the
truth. I have pointed out that the Govern-
ment have neglected the interests of the back
country, that they have done wrong in try-
ing to sell the State trading concerns, that
the Country Party has always supported re-
actionary interests, that the Cowntry Party
and the Government have always stood he-
hind the merchants and the importers, that in
regard to taxation their voting has always
been to allow their awn peaple to go free.
I have pointed out that the party on this
side is not in a position to enunciate a policy,
because its numbers are too few. This party
has a definite policy, and when it again
ocenpies the Treasury benches it will enun-
ciate that poliey, a policy which will receive
the endorsement of the country,

My,
move—
That the debate he adjourned.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

CARTER (Leederville) {9.33}: I

Ayves . .. . .. 19
Noes .. . .. oo 14
Majority for .. .. 5
AYES,
Mr. Corter Sir James Mitchell
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Mullany
Mr. Denton Mr. Plesse
Mr. Durack Mr. Richardson
Mr. George Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Gibson Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Hickmott Mr. J. Thomsob
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. Uonderwood
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Mann {Teller.)
Noxs,
™. Apgwin Mr. Simons
Mr. Chesson . Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Collier Mr. Troy
Mr. Corboy Mr. Willeock
Mr. Heron Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lambert Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Lutey {Teller.)
Mr. Munsle

Question thus passed.

Housze adjourned at 3.87 p.m.
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